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Kelso  

W. 
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R. 
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NOBLE,  Burgh 
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Mrs  C.  M.  PAXTON,  Clerkess-Typist. 

Miss  E.  S.  LOTHIAN,  Clerkess-Typist. 

Miss  E.  C.  L.  ROBSON,  Junior  Clerkess. 

Miss  F.  A.  WILSON.  Junior  Clerkess-Typist. 


Changes  in  Staff 

Dr  I.  B.  SUTHERLAND,  Assistant 

Medical  Officer 

Dr  D.  M.  M.  FORTH,  Assistant 

Medical  Officer  

Mr  W.  G.  BURNSIDE,  L.D.S., 

Assistant  Dental  Officer  

Miss  C.  M.  WILSON.  Clerkess  Typist  


Resigned  16/7/55. 

Resigned  23/7/55. 

Resigned  30/7/55. 
Resigned  17/5/55. 


THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  FOR  SCOTLAND 
AND  THE  CONVENER  AND  COUNTY  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ROXBURGH. 

_ir  Graces.  My  Lords.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1955. 

ttistics 

The  vital  statistics  show  a marked  improvement  on  those  of  1954.  The 
th  rate  from  tuberculosis  was  almost  halved,  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate 
<ched  a new  low  record  of  18  per  1,000  live  births.  The  neo-natal  death  rate, 
the  death  rate  in  children  less  than  4 weeks  old,  also  reached  a new  low 
<ord  of  II  per  1.000  live  births.  Of  the  630  deaths  occurring  in  the  County, 
ii  were  between  75  and  85  years  of  age,  and  10%  were  over  the  age  of  85. 
mcer  was  again  the  largest  cause  of  death  apart  from  the  various  diseases 
the  circulatory  system.  In  1953  deaths  from  cancer  accounted  for  14.6% 
all  deaths,  in  1954  the  figure  was  13.6%,  while  in  1955  it  was  17.4%.  Ol 
v 112  deaths  from  cancer  41%  were  persons  under  65  years  of  age.  Deaths 
im  tuberculosis  constituted  less  than  1 % of  the  total  deaths. 

ire  of  Mothers  and  Y oung  Children 

A new  combined  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  Dental  Clinic  was 
caned  in  Kelso  in  July.  This  Clinic  satisfies  a pressing  need  in  the  area  and, 
«rt  from  its  main  objects,  it  is  accommodating  sessions  held  by  the  visiting 
tthopaedic  Surgeon,  Psychiatrist  and  Opthalmologist,  and  providing  a centre 
-■  the  Speech  Therapy  and  Chiropdy  Services. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  staff  and  inability  to  fill  a vacant  post,  it 
iind  impossible  to  maintain  an  adequate  school  dental  service,  let  alone  fulfil 
ir  obligations  to  expectant  mothers.  A small  number  of  pre-school  children 

i re  treated  during  the  year.  . . 

In  a rural  area  such  as  Roxburghshire,  the  combined  duties  of  health  visitor 
*d  district  nurse  arc  carried  out  by  the  district  nurse.  A total  of  12,164  visits 
nre  paid  to  the  homes  of  pre-school  children  in  the  County.  By  these  visits 
uny  defects  which  will  respond  to  treatment  arc  discovered  before  the  child 
>»es  to  school.  This  has  been  especially  true  of  speech  defects,  and  there  was 
increasing  demand  for  the  services  of  the  Speech  I herapists  for  pre-school 
iildren. 

lelfare  Foods 

As  the  service  was  only  taken  over  by  local  authorities  in  July,  1954,  a 
»mparison  of  a normal  year’s  working  cannot  be  made.  A comparison  of  the 
eriod  July  - December,  1954,  with  July  - December,  1955,  shows  that  during 
te  last  six  months  the  uptake  of  all  welfare  foods  rose. 

ticcination  and  Immunisation 

The  general  level  of  protection  against  diphtheria  remained  very  satisfactory, 
»id  for  the  fifth  year  in  succession  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  in  the 
tounty.  The  number  of  chillrcn  vaccinated  against  smallpox  is  fairly  satisfactory, 
*it  I am  certain  that  the  number  of  children  notified  as  being  vaccinated  is 
♦ss  than  the  actual  number  protected.  If  such  a situation  exists  throughout  the 
puntry  as  a whole,  the  percentage  of  the  population  protected  is  much  bettci 
nan  official  figures  would  indicate.  Combined  diphtheria-pertussis  vaccination 
sas  been  offered  to  parents  and  the  majority  avail  themselves  of  the  added 
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protection  offered  by  this  vaccine.  The  general  practitioners  have  also  tak 
full  advantage  of  the  supply  of  it. 

Infectious  Disease 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  during  the  year  calls  for  little  comme 
An  outbreak  of  Measles  occurred  in  the  northern  half  of  the  County  during  t 
late  Autumn,  but,  as  this  disease  is  not  compulsorily  notifiable,  no  particu 
appreciation  of  the  incidence  can  be  given.  Only  one  case  of  anterior  Pol 
myelitis  occurred  in  the  County. 

Care  and  After  Care 

The  careful  surveillance  of  tuberculosis  cases  and  contacts  continued  duri 
the  year.  The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  was  slightly  less  than  last  year,  althou 
non-pulmonary  notifications  showed  an  increase.  In  the  Spring  of  the  year 
visit  was  paid  by  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  and.  as  a result,  two  new  ca; 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  discovered  and  15  cases  were  referred  f 
observation.  The  indications  are  that  the  County  will  require  to  do  without  su 
visits  for  a year  or  two  owing  to  the  intensive  drive  to  find  new  and  hidd 
cases  of  tuberculosis  in  those  areas  in  which  the  incidence  is  likely  to  be  highe 

In  last  year’s  report,  figures  were  given  of  the  number  of  known  cases 
Epilepsy  and  Cerebral  Palsy  in  the  County.  As  was  stated  then,  an  accun 

estimate  of  the  incidence  of  these  conditions  could  not  be  given  and  furtl 

search  and  enquiry  has  produced  more  cases  of  both  diseases.  There  are  68  knot 
cases  of  Epilepsy,  of  whom  25, have  a defect  or  defects  in  addition  to  the 
Epilepsy.  Thirty  cases  of  Cerebral  Palsy  are  known  and,  of  these.  17  have 
defect  or  defects  other  than  their  Cerebral  Palsy. 

A Ohiropdy  Service  for  old  people,  provided  by  the  British  Red  Crt 
Society,  is  now  functioning  satisfactorily  in  Hawick  and  Kelso. 

Much  time  has  been  spent  during  the  year  trying  to  obtain  accurate  numbe 
of  cases  of  mental  ill  health  in  the  County.  While  some  success  has  be 

achieved  in  this  respect,  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  attention  given  to  cases 

this  nature  often  raises  false  hopes  of  admission  to  a suitable  hospital.  Fro 
our  experience,  there  is  a very  urgent  need  for  the  provision  of  more  hospil 
accommodation  for  mental  defectives. 

Environmental  Services 

The  good  progress  made  in  this  field  in  recent  years  continued,  especial 
in  connection  with  sewage  disposal.  Large  numbers  of  applications  for  grai 
to  improve  housing  conditions  continued  to  be  received.  Detailed  references 
such  services  arc  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I would  again  take  this  opoprlunity  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairmi 
ol  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee  and  the  other  members  of  the  C'oun 
Council  for  their  interest  and  support  in  the  work  of  (he  Health  Departmer 
Without  the  co-operation  and  help  of  general  practitioners  no  Health  Depat 
nient  can  function  satisfactorily,  and  I am  indebted  to  them  for  their  assistan 
during  the  year.  I am  also  happy  to  acknowledge  the  support  at  all  times  i 
my  fellow  officials  and  the  staff  of  my  own  Department. 

1 am. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

A.  F.  McCOUBREY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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COUNTY  OF  ROXBURGH 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

aviation  (estimated  to  middle  of  1955). 
landward 


Burghs:— 


Hawick 

16,776 

Jedburgh  

4.127 

Kelso  ... 

4,194 

Melrose 

2.137 

27,234 

— 

45.463 

i rths 

The  births  corrected  for  transfers 

were: — 

Total 

Male 

Femaie 

Illegitimate 

andward 

274 

151 

123 

8 

urghs: — 

Hawick  ... 

244 

134 

1 10 

i 

Jedburgh  

81 

46 

35 

s 

Kelso 

84 

47 

37 

3 

Melrose 

28 

19 

9 

1 

71  1 

397 

314 

24 

The  birth-rate  of  15.6  is  0.2  higher  than 

the  figure 

recorded 

in  1954. 

Illegitimate  births  amounted  to 

3.4  per 

cent,  of  the  total. 

The  number  of  Still-births  was 

19  giving 

a rate  of  26  per  1,000  total  births 

including  Still-births). 


Marriages 

Three  hundred  and  forty-four  marriages  were  registered  during  the  \ear. 
leiving  a marriage  rate  of  7.6  per  1.000  of  the  estimated  population. 

Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths  corrected  for  transfers,  was  630  of  which  301  were  ol 
men  and  329  of  women.  The  death  rate,  adjusted  lor  age  and  sex  distributi 
-■■'as  11.2.  The  rate  for  Scotland  was  12.0. 

The  numbers,  causes  and  age-groups  of  death  are  shown  in  the  followmr 

i able:— 
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Infantile  Mortality 

T'he  number  of  deaths  of  children  aged  less  than  one  year  was  13  and  < 
this  number  8 were  aged  less  than  four  weeks.  The  infant  mortality  rate  w: 
18  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  numbers,  causes  and  age-groups  of  infantile  deaths  are  contained 
the  following  table: — 


TABLE  I.M.  1955 


Cause  of  Death 

N umber 
of 

Deaths 

M 

F 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1.000 

Births 

Age  Groups 

Under  4 
Weeks 

4 v»eel 
1 yea 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

4 

1 

3 

5.62 

2 

2 

Birth  injuries,  post-natal 

asphyxia  and  atelectasis  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1.41 

i 

- 

Pneumonia  of  newborn 

1 

— 

1 

1.41 

i 

- 

Other  infection  of  t'he  new- 

born 

1 

— 

1 

1.41 

i 

— 

Other  diseases  peculiar  to 

early  infancy  

4 

1 

3 

5.62 

3 

1 

Other  Violence  

2 

1 

1 

2.81 

- 

2 

Totals  

13 

4 

9 

8 

5 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  

18 

11.25 

7.03 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1947 

I.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

(1)  Ante-natal  and  post-natal  service 

No  ante-natal  or  post-natal  clinics  are  provided  by  the  Local  Authorit 

(2)  Child  Welfare  Clinics 

Clinics  are  in  operation  at  Hawick  (weekly).  Kelso,  Jedburgh  an 
Melrose  (fortnightly),  and  Newtown  St.  Boswells  (monthly).  Attendanct 
during  the  year  are  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


No.  of 
clinics 
provided 

No.  of  children 
attending  the 
clinics  during 
year  and  who  on 
the  date  of  their 
first  attendance 
this  year  were: — 

Total  No.  of 
attendances 
made  during 
year  by  children 
who  at  time  of 
attendance 
were: — 

(1) 

at  end 
of  year 

(2) 

Under  1 
year  of 
age 

(3) 

Over  1 
year  of 
age 
(4) 

Under  1 
year  of 
age 

(5) 

Over  1 
year  of 
age  fl 
(6) 

Local  Health  Authority 
Clinics  

6 

301 

64 

3410 

1219 

Clinics  provided  by 
Voluntary  Organisations 

- 

— 

10 


(3)  Dental  Care 


i 


(1) 

No.  inspected 
by  Dental 
Officers 
during  the 
year 
(2) 

No.  found  to 
require 
treatment 
during  the 
year 

(3) 

No.  accepting 
treatment 
during  the 
year 
(4) 

No.  actually 
treated  by 
Dental  Officers 
during  the 
year 

(5) 

Expectant  mothers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nursing  mothers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pre-school  children 

77 

77 

77 

77 

(4)  Nurseries  provided  by  Manufacturers 

The  following  table  shows  statistics  relating  to  Nurseries  privately 
provided  in  the  Burgh  of  Hawick,  viz.: — 


State 

whether 

approved 

for 

No.  of 
approved 
places 

No.  of 
children  on 
register  at 
end  of  year 

Average 

daily 

attendances 
during  year 

Waiting 
Lists 
at  end 
of  year 

(1) 

training 

(2) 

0-2 

(3) 

2-5 

(4) 

1 

O w 

2-5 

(6) 

0-2 

(7) 

(8) 

2-5 

0-2 

(9) 

2-5 

(10) 

Hawick  Hosiery 
Manufacturers’ 
Association,  St. 
Andrew’s  Church 
Hall.  Union 
Street.  Hawick 

No 

50 

50 

36 

Peter  Scott  & Co., 
Ltd..  1 1 Buccleuch 
Street.  Hawick 

No 

16 

16 

14 

Robert  Noble  & 
Co..  Ltd.,  Glebe 
Mills,  Hawick 

No 

4 

12 

2 

19 

1 

20 

Turnbulls  Ltd., 
Bridge  House, 
Hawick 

| No 

6 

_ 

5 

_ 

4 

— 

— 

2.  Midwifery 

(1)  Total  number  of  births  (including  Still-births)  occurring  in  the 

area  during  the  year — before  correction  for  mother's  residence 

(2)  Total  number  of  births  in  (I)  occurring  in  institutions  and  private 

maternity  homes 

(3)  Total  number  of  births  in  (I)  occurring  at  home  ... 

(4)  Number  of  births  in  (3)  classified  to  show  nature  of  attendance 

at  birth: — 
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Cases  dealt  with 
under  Section  23  (2) 
of  the  National 
Health  Service 
(Scotland)  Act.  1947 

Other 

domiciliary 

cases 

(1) 

Doctor  engaged 
02  and  present  at 

confinement 

^ Doctor  engaged 

02  and  not  present 

at  confinement 

Midwife  alone 
3 (no  doctor 

engaged) 

^ Doctor  and  mid- 

w wife  engaged 

Midwife  alone 
g (no  doctor 

engaged) 

b) 

o 

O 

C V 
-3  !tr 

II 

£ E 
£ 0 

(7) 

=£.  All  other  cases 

5 Total 

(a)  Midwives  employed  by  the 
Authority  (including 
those  engaged  on  a 
fee-per-case  basis) 

73 

39 

11. 

(b)  Midwives  employed  by 
Voluntary  Organisations 
under  arrangements  made 
by  the  Authority  

(c)  Midwives  employed  by 
Hospital  Boards  of 
Management  under 
arrangements  made  by 
the  Authority  with  the 
Regional  Hospital 
Board  

(d)  Private  practising  mid- 
wives   

7 

(e)  Other  cases  not 
classified  above 

(f)  Totals  

73 

39 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

11' 

(5)  Medical  Aid 

Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  during  die 
year  under  Section  14(1)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act. 

1951,  by  a Midwife: — 

Tota 

For  domiciliary  Cases Ni 

For  Institutional  Cases Ni 

(6)  Administration  of  Analgesics 

(a)  Number  of  domiciliary  midwives  in  the  area  qualified 
to  administer  gas  and  air  analgesia  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board 
for  Scotland  1 

(i)  Number  in  (a)  employed  on  local  health  authority- 

work  17 

(ii)  Number  in  (a)  not  employed  on  local  health 

work ...  ...  ...  — 
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(b)  Number  of  domiciliary  midwives  who  received  their 

training  during  the  year 

(c)  Number  of  sets  of  apapratus  for  the  administration 

of  gas  and  air  in  use  in  the  area  at  31st  December, 

1955  1 

(i)  Number  in  (c)  in  use  by  domiciliary  midwives 

employed  on  local  health  authority  work  (in- 
cluding those  in  use  by  hospital  midwives  under- 
taking domiciliary  cases) 1 

(ii)  Number  in  (c)  in  use  by  domiciliary  midwives 

not  employed  on  local  health  authority  work  ... 

(d)  Number  of  sets  on  order  at  3 1st  December,  1955  

(c)  Number  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was  adminis- 
tered by  midwives  in  domiciliary  practice  during  the 

year  (including  cases  attended  by  hospital  midwives 
undertaking  domiciliary  cases): — 

(i)  When  doctor  was  not  present  at  delivery 

(ii)  When  doctor  was  present  at  delivery  

(f)  Number  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  administered 

by  midwives  in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year 
(including  cases  attended  by  hospital  midwives  under- 
taking domiciliary  cases): — 

(i)  When  doctor  was  not  present  at  delivery  ... 

(ii)  When  doctor  was  present  at  delivery 

(7)  Number  of  cars  in  use  by  Midwives  at  31st  December,  1955  ...  15 


>.  Health  Visiting 

The  Health  Visiting  is  undertaken  by  the  District  Nursing  Sisters  carrying 
Jt  combined  duties  in  their  respective  areas.  1'he  following  figures  relate  to 
ealt'h  visiting  during  the  year: — 


No.  of  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  (or  by  District 
Nurses  in  their  capacity  as  Health  Visitors) 
during  the  year  to 

Expectant 

Children 

Children 

Tuber- 

Other 

Total 

Mothers 

under 

between 

culosis 

cases 

visits 

4 

1 yr.  | 

1 and  5 

cases 

paid 

(1) 

No. 

Vis. 

(2) 

Total 

Vis. 

(3) 

No. 

Vis. 

(4) 

Total 

Vis. 

(5) 

No. 

Vis. 

(6) 

Total  1 
Vis.  1 
(7) 

No. 

Vis. 

(8) 

Total 

Vis. 

(9) 

No. 
Vis. 
(10)  | 

Total 
Vis. 
(I I) 

(12) 

Health 
visitors 
’mploycd 
jy  the 
Authority 

1306 

5190 

1079 

6974 

85 

1036 

1 3200 

Health 

Visitors 

“mployed 

j»y 

V oluntary 
Organisa- 
_ions 

* These  visits  do  not  include  visits  paid  by  a midwife-health  visitor  who 
attended  the  confinement  as  a midwife  or  maternity  nurse. 
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4.  Home  Nursing 

This  service  has  been  efficiently  maintained  during  the  year  by  the  Distrijl 
Nursing  Sisters. 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  the  district  nursing  sisters  4,430 
Number  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases  36,994 

5.  Domestic  Help 

The  scheme  functions  satisfactorily  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chi 
Welfare  Officer  in  conjunction  with  the  Nursing  Superintendent.  The  followii 


figures  relate  to  the  working  of  the  Scheme  during  the  year: — 

(i)  Number  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  end  of  year  ... 

(a)  Whole-time  — 

(b)  Part-time  35 

(c)  Retaining  fee  basis  1 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  for  which  Helps  were  provided  during 

the  year  69 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  in  (ii)  provided  on  account  of  confine- 

ment:— 

(a)  At  home  5 

(b)  In  hospital  2 

(iv)  Number  of  cases  in  (ii)  provided  on  account  of  chronic 

sick  including  aged  and  infirm  (if  available)  (57 — 
aged  and  infirm  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 


6.  Domiciliary  Midwifery  and  Local  Health  Authority  Nursing  Services 

Combined  duties  in  Midwifery,  Home  Nursing  and  Health  Visitir 
Services: — 


Directly 
employed  by 
Local 
Health 
Authority 

Employed  by' 
Voluntary' 
Organisations 
including 
District 
Nursing 
Assocs. 

No.  holding 
Health 
Visitor 
Certificate 

Whole-  Part- 
time  time 

Whole-  Part- 
time  time 

Nurses  and  Midwives  on  com- 
bined duties  in  the  Midwifery, 
Home  Nursing  and  Health 
Visiting  Services  employed  in 
the  following  categories: — 
Superintendent  (or  Chief) 

Nursing  Officers  

Nurses  and  Midwives  employed 
on: — 

Midwifery.  Health  Visiting 

1 

1 

and  Home  Nursing  Duties 

18  — 



2 

Total  

19 

3 

7.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Vaccination  is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Practitioners.  The  followin 
table  shows  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated  during  the  year: — 

14 


Number  of  persons  primarily  Number  of  persons  re-vaccinated 

vaccinated  during  period  during  period 
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Totals 


Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Practition 
and  by  my  Assistants  as  well  as  by  the  district  nursing  sisters  in  rural  are 
During  the  year  539  pre-school  and  44  school  children  were  immunised  and  ( 
maintenance  doses  were  given. 

8.  Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care 

Tuberculosis 

(a)  Respiratory 

The  number  of  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  notified  during 
year  was  19,  of  which  1 1 cases  have  been  confirmed. 

(b)  Non-Respiratory 

Six  cases  of  Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  v< 
in  all  of  which  the  diagnosis  has  been  confirmed. 

Including  patients  receiving  Sanatorium  treatment,  there  were  at  the  e 
of  the  year  413  persons  resident  in  the  County  known  to  be  suffering  fn 
Tuberculosis. 

Co-operation  with  the  Area  Tuberculosis  Physician  has  been  maintain 
with  regard  to  the  care  and  after-care  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculo 
and  domiciliary  nursing  visits  by  the  District  Nursing  Sisters  have  continu 
throughout  the  year. 

A grant  of  two  pints  of  milk  daily  was  made  to  all  patients  residing  at  hot 
who  were  certified  by  the  Area  Tuberculosis  Physician  as  requiring  it.  At  t 
end  of  the  year  14  persons  were  receiving  free  milk. 

The  Housing  Authorities  in  the  area  continue  to  give  sympathetic  ca 
sideration  to  applications  made  by.  or  on  behalf  of,  those  suffering  fre 
Tuberculosis. 


9.  Infectious  Disease 


Sixty-two  notifications  of 
received  during  the  year,  of 
follows: — 


infectious  disease  (excluding  tuberculosis)  we 
which  24  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 

Notified  Removed  to  Hospit 


Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dysentery  II 

Erysipelas  2 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal  ...  ...  9 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Primary  9 

Pneumonia  (not  otherwise  notifiable)  ...  6 

Poliomyelitis,  Acute  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever 14 

Whooping  Cough  6 


3 

11 


2 

I 

7 


10.  Mental  Health 

Efforts  are  being  continued  to  obtain  as  accurate  a picture  as  possible  < 
the  number  of  mentally  handicapped  persons  in  the  community  at  home  or  i 
hospital.  So  far  as  is  known,  there  are  145  such  cases,  of  these  42  are  scho< 


or  pre-sChool  children  classified  as 

follows: — 

Male 

Female 

Feeble  Minded 

16 

10 

6 

Imbecile  

25 

13 

12 

Idiot  

1 

1 

— 

Among  these  groups  there  arc 

7 Mongol  children. 

24 

18 

16 


Four  Clinical  Sessions  were  conducted  by  Dr  Bailey,  Consultant  Psychiatrist, 
•which  26  children  were  examined. 

During  the  year  five  cases  were  admitted  to  hospitals  for  the  mentally 
indicapped  and  numerous  domiciliary  visits  were  paid  by  the  Consultant 
wchiatrist. 

Institutional  accommodation  for  mentally  handicapped  cases  continues  to  be 
ttremely  difficult  to  obtain  and  I have  no  doubt  that  high  priority  should  be 
-.en  in  any  hospital  building  programme  to  the  provision  of  such  accom- 
odation. 

It  is  found  that  the  domiciliary  visits  paid  by  Medical  Officers  of  this 
spartment  are  almost  always  followed  by  raised  hopes  of  early  admission  of  a 
=>e  causing  a pressing  family  problem  and  subsequent  disappointment  when 
e accommodation  is  not  forthcoming.  In  fact,  more  than  one  parent  has 
ffrained  from  bringing  a child  to  a Clinical  Session  as  it  is  felt  that  nothing 
lllows  from  the  visit. 

Close  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  the  Educational  Psychologists  in 
problems  affecting  the  mental  well-being  of  school  pupils. 


. Orthopaedic  Treatment  of  Pre-School  Children 

173  pre-school  children  were  examined  by  the  visiting  Consultant  Surgeon 


centres  in  the  County.  The  figures  are  as  follows: — 

Hawick  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Jedburgh  32 

Kelso  49 

Melrose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  *...  7 

Morebattle 5 

Newcastleton  9 

Newtown  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


Hospital  Treatment — Princess  Margaret  Rose  Hospital,  Fairmilehead, 


Edinburgh. 

Number  of  cases  in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1955  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  admissions  to  hospital  6 

Number  of  discharges  from  hospital  5 

Number  of  cases  in  hospital  on  31st  December,  1955  ...  6 


Classification  of  Hospital  Cases: — 

Adducted  forefoot  on  the  left  side  ...  ...  ...  •••  I 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  

Arthrogryposis,  marked  scoliosis  and  equinus  deformity  of 

both  feet  ...  I 

Bilateral  congenital  talipes  equinus  varus 

Congenital  dislocation  of  hip  ...  ...  . . . ..  • I 

Flat  feet  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ■ I 

Manipulation  of  fracture  of  right  elbow  I 

Severe  clubfoot  deformity  ...  ...  ...  I 

Talipes  equino  varus  of  right  foot  ...  ...  ...  I 

Tuberculous  abcess  of  left  os  calcis  ...  •••  I 

The  number  of  patient  days  was  1832. 
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WELFARE 

Account  of  Work  Undertaken  in  the  Community 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Section  21 — Residential  Accommodation 

During  the  year  the  number  of  applications  under  this  heading  was  dispost 
of  as  under: — 

Admissions  to  Joint-User  Establishments  (Drumlanrig  and 


Inch  Hospitals)  

To  Voluntary  Homes  ...  .'. 12 

To  Deanfield  (including  one  transfer  from  Grove  House)  ...  14 

To  Grove  House  (including  transfers  from  Drumlanrig.  5; 

Inch,  4;  other  L.A.  Homes,  3)  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

To  Temporary  Accommodation  (emergency)  ...  ...  ...  1 

To  Hospitals  being  properly  medical  cases 2 

Outhwith  the  financial  provisions  of  the  Adt 4 

Withdrawn  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Applications  in  hand  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


56 

See  Appendix  for  Analysis  of  the  Residents  for  whom  this  County 
responsible. 

Contrary  to  expectation,  the  number  of  Residents  in  residential  accon 
modation  at  the  end  of  1955  showed  no  increase  as  compared  with  the  numbi 
at  the  beginning  of  that  year.  The  main  reason  would  appear  to  be  tl 
exceptional  number  that  ceased  to  be  chargeable  for  varying  reasons,  principal 
on  transfer  to  hospital,  though  a substantial  factor  was  the  retention  of  eigl 
elderly  people  by  the  Hospital  Authorities  (Drumlanrig  and  Inch  Hospitals)  wh< 
the  agreed  transfer  of  Local  Authority  residents  took  place  in  September. 

The  various  Homes  in  which  the  old  people  are  accommodated  may  1 
summarised  thus: — 

Deanfield,  Hawick  13 

Grove  House,  Kelso  ...  12 

Weens  House 13 

Queen’s,  Kelso  ...  ...  3 

St.  Margaret’s.  Hawick  ...  5 

Castle  View,  Edinburgh  ...  2 

Poplar’s,  Aberlady 1 

Bridge  of  Weir  ...  ...  1 

Mcthil  Haven.  Fife 1 

Glenlockhart,  Edinburgh  ...  2 

53 

(Seven  of  this  number  are  chargeable  to  other  Local  Authorities). 

Grove  House  Home,  Kelso 

The  principal  event  of  note  was  the  conversion  of  the  Old  High  Scho« 
House  at  Kelso  to  an  Eventide  Home  of  16  beds,  principally  to  provide  accon 
modation  for  those  local  authorities  cases  still  remaining  in  the  hospitals  c! 


Roxburgh  County  Council, 
do. 

Voluntary  Home, 
do. 
do. 

do.  (Deaf  and  Duml 

do. 

do. 

Fife  County  Council. 
Edinburgh  Corporation. 
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lumlanrig,  Hawick,  and  Inch,  Kelso  (many  of  whom  had  physical  and  mental 
rabilities).  It  was  recognised  that  a different  type  Home  was  necessary  to  accom- 
odate the  relatively  small  number  who  might  not  be  suitable  for  admission 
the  general  run  of  eventide  homes. 

The  Home  was  bought  and  furnished  at  a moderate  cost.  The  rooms  are 
iht  and  airy  and  pleasing  in  appearance,  while  the  standard  of  comfort  is 
rellent. 

Residents  have  settled  in  well  under  the  capable  supervision  of  the  Matron 
J Superintendent. 

anfield  Home,  Hawick 

During  the  year  this  Home  was  not  completely  filled  and  at  the  end  of  the 
ar  five  beds  remained  unoccupied;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  will  have  its 
mplement  of  18  beds  filled  within  a short  time.  There  were  a number  of 
mporary  residents  during  the  Summer  months. 

Mrs  Hawkins,  who  was  Matron  when  the  Home  was  originally  opened, 
signed  in  May,  1955,  and  her  place  taken  by  Miss  Ross. 

This  pleasing  Home,  with  its  fine  amenities  and  grounds,  is  proving  a real 
on  to  the  aged. 

oluntary  Homes 

The  Voluntary  Homes — Queen's  House,  Weens  House  and  St  Margaret  s. 
awick — continue  to  co-operate  and  provide  accommodation  for  many  old  people 
respective  of  means,  and  thus  contribute  very  substantially  to  the  well-being 
the  elderly  in  the  community. 

□nvalescent  Home  Provision 

This  Authority  has  no  homes  of  this  description,  or  arrangements  with 
oluntary  Homes. 

ction  17 — Reception  Centres 

There  are  now  no  Casual  Houses  in  the  Council’s  area.  The  only  accommoda- 
on  for  the  wayfarer  in  the  County  is  the  common  lodging-house  at  6 Baker 
reet.  Hawick  (males  only);  Earlston,  Langholm,  Duns  and  Peebles  are  the  only 
nntres  left  in  the  Border  area  for  the  overnight  accommodation  of  vagrants, 
•bich  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  National  Assistance  Board. 

Of  the  vagrant  class,  Part  III  Accommodation  was  provided  in  one  instance 
nly.  The  problem  of  the  wayfarer  who  is  old  or  who  becomes  exhausted  is 
•ill  difficult;  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  new  Home  at  Kelso  will  help  to  mitigate 
le  problem,  though  a difficulty  remains  if  the  wayfarer  is  a woman,  since 
nrove  House  caters  for  men  only. 

xction  21(b) — Temporary  Accommodation 

There  were  no  fire  or  flood  emergencies.  One  young  woman  and  two 
ihildren,  without  shelter,  were  secured  private  lodgings.  There  were  one  or  two 
distances  where  children  had  to  be  accommodated  in  the  Wilton  House  Children  s 
nlome,  and  the  parents  found  shelter  elsewhere. 

There  were  the  usual  enquirers  seeking  emergency  accommodation  or 
mousing  help  for  various  reasons. 
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Section  29 — Welfare  Services  for  the  Handicapped 
Blind  Persons 

Under  agency  arrangements  the  Edinburgh  and  South-East  Scotland  Socic 
for  Teaching  the  Blind  to  Read  in  their  Own  Homes  continue  to  atter 
efficiently  to  the  welfare  of  the  blind,  providing  instruction  in  Braille  and  Moc 
reading,  handicrafts,  visitation,  social  amenities,  wireless  facilities  and  the  lil 
through  the  Society’s  Welfare  Officer,  Mr  A.  F.  Doig. 


Number  on  Visitation  Roll  at  1st  January,  1955  ...  ...  80 

Number  added  to  Visitation  Roll  during  year  ...  ...  ...  13  % 

Number  taken  from  the  Roll  during  the  year  (transferred  3, 

deceased  10,  de-certified  2)  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  on  Visitation  Roll  at  31st  December,  1955  ... 

Number  over  70  years  of  age  on  Roll 57 

Number  in  Sheltered  Employment  (Royal  Blind  Workshops) 

Number  employed  under  the  Home  Service  Scheme  ...  ...  1 

Number  in  Outside  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ordinary  Visits  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  742 

Teaching  Visits  during  the  year 32 


At  present  three  men  arc  holding  (heir  own  in  open  employment. 

One  lady  received  a four  weeks’  course  in  Social  Rehabilitation  at  Alw’y 
House,  Ceres,  Fife,  to  be  followed  by  an  industrial  course  to  equip  her  f< 
suitable  employment. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  there  has  been  little  change  in  tl 
total  number  of  registered  blind  persons.  The  Partially  Sighted  Register  h; 
been  started  but  the  only  person  registered  has  died.  It  is  difficult  to  foreca 
Whether  or  not  this  group  will  be  substantial. 

The  age  variance  is  from  two  years  to  ninety-three  years.  Some  ol  tt 
blind  require  weekly  visits  and  others  are  visited  only  quarterly. 

With  two-thirds  of  the  total  number  of  blind  persons  being  over  seven 
years  of  age,  little  scope  is  allowed  for  teaching  of  handicrafts  and  methods  i 
reading.  However,  no  opportunity  is  lost  if  a person  has  the  slightest  aptitut 
or  inclination  to  learn  from  the  Society’s  officer. 

As  blind  persons  are  discovered  throughout  the.  County  by  the  Authority 
Welfare  Officers  (or  the  National  Assistance  Board)  their  cases  arc  reported 
the  Society  for  investigation  and,  if  necessary,  inclusion  in  the  Blind  Welfa 
Scheme. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Persons 

The  Edinburgh  Deaf  and  Dumb  Benevolent  Society  continued,  under  arrang 
ment  with  the  Council,  to  supervise  the  welfare  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  person 
This  amounts  to  visitation  twice  yearly,  social  meetings,  monthly  religious  servii 
(Hawick  Centre),  an  annual  Border  Re-Union  with  tea,  games  and  dancing,  tl ! 
provision  of  hearing  aids,  instruction  and  advice  generally.  During  the  ye;' 
the  Society  appointed  a lady  Welfare  Officer  who  will  be  able  to  watch  close  i 
the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  registered  deaf  and  dumb. 

The  number  of  enrolled  persons  in  the  County  is  20. 

The  number  of  partially  deaf  persons  in  the  County  is  undetermined. 

There  are  now  two  persons  from  this  area  accommodated  in  the  Society 
Eventide  Home  at  Castle  View,  Edinburgh. 
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[The  Crippled,  Home-bound  and  Otherwise  Disabled 

A number  of  severely  handicapped  persons  were  dealt  with  during  the  year, 
-vices  given  varied  from  purely  advisory  to  procuring  assistance  from  other 
vernment  Departments  (e.g.  National  Assistance,  Housing,  Employment  and 
-dical  Aids).  Direct  help  was  provided  in  one  or  two  instances,  e.g.  provision 
:a  fire  guard  to  an  epileptic.  Shoes  for  a polio  cripple. 

Notifications  of  severely  disabled  persons  are  being  received  from  the 
tional  Assistance  Board,  Ministry  of  Labour,  doctors,  nurses  and  Old  People’s 
r If  a re  Committees  in  increasing  numbers. 

The  actual  numbers  of  the  substantially  handicapped  remain  problematical; 

I it  is  certain  that  there  is  a core  of  disabled  persons  who  do  require  welfare 
vices  in  various  degrees,  particularly  the  younger  age-groups.  Present  policy 
to  deal  with  individual  cases  as  reported  until  the  problem  can  be  tackled, 
augh  the  lack  of  concrete  services  such  as  training  in  occupational  centres, 
traction  in  handicrafts,  etc.,  is  a major  difficulty. 

It  is  certain  that  the  older  age-groups  are  predominant  in  the  field  of  the 
ndicapped  and  much  is  being  done  through  Old  People's  Welfare  Committees 
conjunction  with  local  authority  welfare  officers,  to  ensure  that  the  welfare 
eds  of  the  aged  are  being  met,  e.g.  home  visitation,  provision  of  health 
-vices,  home  helps,  meals  on  wheels,  chiropody,  entertainment  and  the  like. 
;ain  there  is  a respectable  number  of  mental  defectives,  adults  and  children 
nstituting  a separate  problem,  especially  where  instruction  is  required  or 
:idential  accommodation  or  training  in  an  occupational  centre. 

It  is  a service  which  demands  much  personal  investigation  and  follow-up 
be  really  effective. 

Employment  of  the  Severely  Disabled  in  Workshops  for  the  Blind 

An  important  development  in  the  field  of  the  physically  handicapped  was 
e decision  of  the  National  Advisory  Council  for  the  Disabled,  through  its 
ind  Persons  Committee,  to  lend  support  to  the  idea  of  facilities  being  made 
ailable  in  some  workshops  for  the  blind  for  severely  handicapped  sighted 
rsons,  subject  always  to  priority  being  given  to  blind  persons.  The  Ministry 
Labour  and  National  Service  is  in  agreement  with  such  an  arrangement  and 
■quests  local  authorities  to  consider  the  matter  in  relation  to  any  workshops 
irving  the  area,  and  in  relation  to  the  provisions  of  the  Authority  s Scheme 
r the  Welfare  of  the  Handicapped  Persons. 

Welfare  of  the  Aged 

The  policy  of  encouraging  the  formation  of  local  Old  People  s Welfare 
:ommittees  in  the  County  was  continued  in  1955.  A Committee  was  formed 
Melrose  during  the  year  so  that  there  is  now  a Committee  in  each  ol  the  foui 
urghs.  The  question  of  adequately  covering  the  landward  areas  is  still  to  be 
onsidered.  t 

In  March  a training  course  organised  by  the  Scottish  Old  Peoples  Wellaic 
:ommittec  under  the  provisions  of  the  King  George  VI  Foundation  at  Kelso, 
;as  held  at  which  all  the  Border  Counties  and  Committees  were  represented, 
‘he  whole  field  of  old  people's  welfare  was  discussed. 

Activities  of  Committees 

Hawick— Meals  on  Wheels  Sdhcme  delivering  thrice  weekly  up  to  65  meals 
:er  delivery  day.  A Home  Visitation  Scheme  caters  for  the  entire  Burgi. 
mitting  wool  continues  to  be  issued  to  individuals,  hospitals  and  resident!, i 
•lomes.  A Darby  and  loan  Club  has  been  decided  on,  and  premises  are  being 
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sought.  Entertainment  featured  largely  in  Old  People's  Week,  1955,  and  thein 
were  Xmas  distributions  of  firewood  and  tea.  A Summer  outing  was  organised 
for  all  residents  in  Eventide  Homes  in  the  Hawick  district.  Thanks  to  tf 
support  of  affiliated  bodies,  factory  employees  and  the  public,  the  Commitfc 
is  self-supporting. 

Jedburgh. — Meals  on  Wheels,  Home  Visitation  and  Chiropody  are  now  we 
established  and  giving  much  satisfaction  locally.  Xmas  distributions  and  enle 
tainment  were  also  featured.  Toe  H.  members  started  an  Old  Men’s  Club  whic 
is  proving  successful.  Public  support  is  gratifying. 

Kelso.— Visitation  continued  throughout  the  year.  A Sale  of  Work  fc  i 
Committee  Funds  realised  £40.  A Chiropody  Scheme  is  under  consideration,  i 

Melrose.—' The  Committee  began  by  systematic  visitation  of  old  people  t 
discover  the  extent  of  need.  A very  successful  Concert  and  Film  Show'  wj 
organised  in  October  (Old  People’s  Week).  A Chiropody  service  is  beir 
considered. 

Clothing  Centre 

It  is  noteworthy  to  include  a reference  to  the  Clothing  Store  run  by  tf 
W.V.S.  organisation  in  Hawick.  It  has  proved  invaluable  in  assisting  old  peop. 
and  others  who  are  in  need  of  clothing. 

Chiropody  Service 

The  only  body  providing  for  care  of  the  feet  is  the  Roxburghshire  Re 
Cross.  In  Hawick  the  Red  Cross  work  independently;  but  at  Jedburgh  Re 
Cross  personnel  work  with  the  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee,  having  Clinic 
once  per  month. 

Section  47 — Removals  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  need  of  care  an 
protection. 

No  compulsory  removals. 

Section  58 — Protection  of  Property  of  Persons  admitted  to  Hospitals  and  Home 

Action  taken  in  one  instance. 

Section  50 — Burial  and  Cremation  of  the  Dead 

Under  Part  III  arrangements — two  burials. 

Chronic  Sick 

/here  were  a number  of  elderly  people  admitted  to  chronic  sick  hospital 
through  the  representations  of  the  Welfare  Officers  at  Hawdck  and  Kelso. 

(a)  Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act.  1947 

Measures  taken  for  prevention  of  mental  illness,  care  nnd  after-care  of  th 
mentally  ill  and  defective 

Home  Helps  continue  to  be  provided  in  households  where  there  is  a mental!  I 
ill  person,  generally  at  the  request  of  doctors,  nurses.  Children’s  Officer,  or  th 
Visiting  Psychiatric  Social  Worker,  Dingleton  Hospital. 

On  questions  of  local  health  and  welfare  services  for  discharged  patient; i 
the  Psychiatric  Social  Worker.  Dingleton  Hospital,  wmrks  closely  with  the  loca 
authority  Welfare  Officers. 

In  one  or  two  instances,  visitation  by  old  people's  Visitors  met  a social  neec 
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Three  patients  were  admitted  to  Eventide  Homes  after  a spell  in  hospital 
iingleton). 

The  Border  Association  for  Mental  Health  was  inactive  in  1955.  There  is 
.vide  scope  for  voluntary  action  by  means  of  local  committees. 

Lunacy  (Scotland)  Acts,  1857-1866,  by  Duly  Authorised  Officers 

Admitted  to  Dingleton  Hospital  on  certification — 4M,  3F  ...  7 

Admitted  to  Dingleton  Hospital  as  voluntary  patient — 1M  ...  I 

Admitted  to  Bangour  as  a Voluntary  Patient — IF  I 

9 


The  number  of  persons  admitted  to  Mental  Hospitals  tends  to  fall  as  the 
luntary  method  of  admission  is  encouraged  when  possible.  The  figures  above, 
course,  refer  only  to  those  cases  notified  to  the  officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 


Mental  Deficiency  and  Lunacy  (Scotland)  Acts,  1913-1940 

1.  Arrangements  for  ascertaining  and  supervising  Mental  Defectives 

Local  Authority  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  the  Police,  General  Prac- 
ioners.  the  Education  Authority,  the  Probation  Officer  and  the  Children  s 
fficer.  continue  to  report  any  defectives  under  this  heading. 

Placed  to  Institution  Care  (Being  over  16  years  or  outwit-h  the 
responsibility  of  the  Education  Committee)  ^ “ 

A number  of  patients  were  examined  by  the  Visiting  Specialist  and 
placed  on  the  waiting  list  for  Cogarburn. 


2.  Guardianship 

Number  of  boarded-out  patients  receiving  allowances  at  the  end  of 

1955  (includes  one  male  chargeable  to  Berwick  County) 

5M  3F  o 

Ceased  during  the  year  (transferred  to  Cogarburn 

Institution) 

Additions  to  Roll  during  year  ...  Nl1 


inalysis  of  Age  Groups 

Over  21  years  of  age 
Between  16-21  years 
Under  16  years  ... 


Male  Female  Total 

4 2 6 

1 1 

1 - 1 


Arrangements  for  carrying  out  the  statutory  duty  to  provide  occupation  a 
training  for  defectives  in  the  area  (occupation  centres,  industrial  centre 
adults,  home  teaching  of  individuals  and  groups). 

In  the  absence  of  any  Committee,  cases  notified  to  the  We}fare  Aut'honty 
re  generally  assisted  to  find  employment,  either  through  t e 'uis  D 
r by  the  individual  efforts  of  the  Local  Authority  Welfare  Officers. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  REPORT 


Year  ending  31st  July, 1955 

The  School  Medical  Staff  was  very  fully  occupied  during  the  year  as  the 
idition  of  ancillary  services  led  to  increased  numbers  of  special  examinations 
children  in  addition  to  the  routine  work. 

Apart  from  minor  epidemics  of  chickenpox  and  measles  at  the  beginning  of 
s year  and  in  the  Spring,  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  calls  for  no 
mment. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  a second  Speech  Therapist  has  been 
ded  to  the  staff.  This  rewarding  service  will  undoubtedly  improve  the  physical 
d mental  health  of  children  suffering  from  such  a handicap.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  service  progresses,  it  will  be  possible  to  undertake  the  treatment  of  the 
e-sdhool  child  who  is  shortly  to  proceed  to  school. 

The  employment  of  Educational  Psychologists  on  the  staff  of  Edinburgh 
lucation  Committee  has  been  a major  addition  to  the  ancillary  education 
rvices.  The  reports  submitted  by  the  staff  have  been  of  great  value  in  helping 
assess  the  educational  requirements  of  many  children,  especially  those  cases 
border-line  mental  handicap. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  the  commencement  of  a class  in  Kelso  for  mentally 
ndicapped  children  in  that  area.  Unfortunately  the  opening  of  a similar  class 
Hawick  has  had  to  be  postponed,  but  premises  have  been  acquired  which 
is  hoped  will  form  the  nucleus  of  a number  of  classes.  While  progress  has 
en  made  in  this  field,  the  problem  of  the  child  suitable  only  for  an  occupa- 
nnal  centre  class  still  remains  to  be  tackled. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  County  during  parts  of  April  and 
ay.  1955,  and  1088  children  of  13  years  of  age  and  over  were  X-rayed.  Five 
ildren  were  recalled  for  large  films,  and  as  a result  three  were  referred  to 
ieir  own  doctor  for  attention. 

The  drive  to  maintain  a high  percentage  of  children  immunised  against 
iphtheria  continued.  Of  the  children  attending  school  for  the  first  time,  11 A 
id  been  previously  immunised.  Two  hundred  and  sixty-four  maintenance  doses 
tere  given  to  entrants. 


1. 

Number  of  Children  on  roll  for  session  ... 

6420.7 

2. 

Average  attendance  during  the 

year 

4909.98 

3. 

Percentage  of  attendance  ... 

... 

89.2 

4. 

Average  School 

rolls: — 

Senior  Secondary  Schools 

:awick 

High  School 

...  1027.0 

Kelso  High  Secondary 

354.3 

Junior  Secondary  Schools 

fenholm 

193.2 

Newcastleton  

195.5 

•lelrose  Grammar 

...  315.0 

Newtown  St.  Boswells 

260.7 

fidburgh  Grammar  ... 

...  701.5 

Hawick  Roman  Catholic 

118.5 

Horebattle  

...  203.1 

25 


Primary  Schools 

Ancrum 

80.3 

Minto 

13 

Blainslie 

26.7 

Newmill 

24 

Cogsmill  

24.4 

Oxnam 

25 

Crailing 

39.2 

Pleasants 

24 

Eckford  

20.4 

Riccarton 

12 

Ednam  • ... 

24.5 

Roberton 

23 

Glen  Douglas  ... 

24.4 

Roxburgh 

22 

Hawick  Burnfoot 

...  332.4 

St.  Boswells 

138 

Hawick  Drumlanrig  ... 

...  252.8 

Sandystones 

17 

Hawick  St.  Mary’s  ... 

...  115.4 

Saughtree 

8 

Hawick  Trinity 

...  308.3 

Smailholm 

13 

Hawick  Wilton 

...  352.5 

Southdean 

18 

Heiton 

22.1 

Sprouston 

37 

Hobkirk  

69.5 

Stichill 

18 

Kelso  High  Primary  ... 

...  532.5 

Teviothead 

27 

Kirkton 

14.8 

Towford 

15 

Lempitlaw  

23.9 

Yetholm 

81 

Lilliesleaf 

80.6 

Hawick  St.  Cuthbert’s 

74 

Linton  

8.0 

Jedburgh  St.  John’s 

. . . 

85 

Makerstoun 

15.9 

Table 

I. 

Total  number  of  children  examined 

at  sdhools: — 

(A) 

Systematic 

Other  Systemati 

Examinations 

Examinations 

Entrants — No  previous  routine 

inspection 

512 

141 

Second  Age  Group- 

—Born  1945 

465 

8 

Third  Age  Group— 

-Born  1941 

420 

2 

Fourth  Age  Group- 

—Born  1938 

35 

— 

Total 

1432 

151 

(B) 


Pupils  born  in  1947  (Vision  and  Hearing  only)  ... 
Special  Cases 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  


Other 

Examinationi 

576 

26 

27 


Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  Systematic  examinations  wh 
were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring  treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness  an 
dental  caries): — 


Entrants 164 

Second  Age  Group  ...  132 

Third  Age  Group  105 

Fourth  Age  Group  10 

1947 — Vision  and  Hearing  22 
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Total 

examined  Entrants  2nd  Age  Group  3rd  Age  Group  4th  Age  Group  All  Ages 
Nature  of  Defect  at  all  ages  Boys  Girls  Boys  Girls  Boys  Girls  Boys  Girls  Boys  Girls 
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. NUTRITIONAL  STATE 

Slightly  defective 
Bad 


STATISTICS  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT  SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS— Continued 
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STATISTICS  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT  SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS— Continued 
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TABLE  IV 

RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN  OF  SCHOOL  AGE 

IN  THE  AREA 


Disability 

At 

Ordinary 

Schools 

At 

Special 
Schools  or 
Classes 

At  no 
School  or 
Institu- 
tion 

Total 

1.  BLIND  

2.  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED:— 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in  which  t’he 
curriculum  of  an  ordinary 
school  would  adversely  affect 

— 

— 

| 

the  eye  condition 
(b)  Other  conditions  of  the  eye, 
e.g.  cataract,  ulceration,  etc., 
which  render  the  child  unable 
to  read  ordinary  school  books 
or  to  see  well  enough  to  be 

taught  in  an  ordinary  school 
3.  DEAF:— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Grade  I 

5 

— 

— 

5 

Grade  Ha 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Grade  lib 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

Grade  III  

4.  DEFECTIVE  SPEECH:— 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation  re- 
quiring special  educational 

measures  

(b)  Stammering  requiring  special 

73 

— 

— 

73 

educational  measures 
5.  MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE:— 
(Children  between  5 and  16  years) 

58 

58 

(a)  Educable  (I.Q.  approx.  50-70) 

(b)  Ineducable  (I.Q.  generally  less 

23 

— 

— 

23 

than  50)  

6.  EPILEPSY:— 

3 

— 

14 

17 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional 

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care  in  a 

3 

— 

— 

3 

residential  sdhool) 

7.  PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE:— 
(Children  between  5 and  16  years) 
(a)  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 

(excluding  cervical  glands)  ... 
(b)  General  Orthopaedic  con- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

ditions  ... 

337 

— 

— 

337 

(c)  Organic  heart  disease 

17 

— 

— 

17 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill-health  ... 
8.  MULTIPLE  DEFECTS:— 

I.  Mentally  Defective  (ineducable) 
and  physically  defective  (general 

9 

9 

orthopaedic  conditions) 

II.  Mentally  defective  (ineducable) 

— 

— 

4 

4 

and  epilepsy  (mild)  

III.  Mentally  defective  (ineducable) 

— 

— r* 

2 

2 

and  epilepsy  (severe) 

IV.  Mentally  defective  (ineducable) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

and  blind 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Disability 

At 

Ordinary 

Schools 

At 

Special 
Schools  or 
Classes 

At  no 
School  or 
Institu- 
tion 

Total 

V.  Mentally  defective  (educable) 
and  physically  defective  (general 
orthopaedic  conditions) 

3 

3 

VI.  Mentally  defective  (educable) 
and  epilepsy  (mild)  

1 

— 

— 

1 

II.  Mentally  defective  (educable) 
and  epilepsy  (severe) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

rII.  Mentally  defective  (educable) 
and  physically  defective  (other 
causes  of  ill  health) 

7 

7 

X.  Mentally  defective  (educable) 
and  deaf  ... 



— 

— 

— 

X.  Mentally  defective  (educable) 
and  blind  



— 

_ 

563 

XI.  Other  multiple  defects  ... 

563 

— 

AVERAGE  HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS 


Average 

Number 

Age 

Height 

Weight 

Examined 

Yrs 

Mths. 

(Ins.) 

(lbs.) 

ENTRANTS — 

44.42 

45.17 

Boys 

273 

5 

7 

Girls 

239 

5 

7 

43.51 

42.89 

SECOND  AGE-GROUP— 

52.57 

66.61 

Boys 

256 

9 

7 

Girls 

209 

9 

7 

51.17 

65 .4  / 

rHIRD  AGE-GROUP— 

60.52 

97.26 

Boys  ...  

Girls 

210 

13 

6 

210 

13 

6 

59.4 1 

100.02 

-OURTH  AGE-C.ROUP— 

67.5 

63 

132.2 

123.47 

Boys 

Girls 

14 

21 

16 

16 

2 

3 
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MEDICAL  TREATMENT 


(A)  Minor  Ailments 

1.  Cuts,  bruises,  sprains,  minor  injuries  130 

2.  Diseases  of  the  ear  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

3.  Diseases  of  the  eye 53 

4.  Diseases  of  the  skin:— 

Ringworm  (scalp)  ...  — 

Ringworm  (body)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Scabies  5 

Impetigo  250 

Other  Diseases  ...  ...  

5.  Treatment  for  verminous  infestation  ...  ...  ...  88 

6.  Burns  and  Scalds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

7.  U.V.R.  Treatment  43 

8.  Others  319 

Total  976 

(B)  Defective  Vision  and  Squint 


By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Dr  J.  Burns-Brown  ail 
as  Ophthalmologist  for  the  Sdhool  Medical  Service  in  the  County. 

Children  referred  for  examination  at  the  request  of  the  School  Medic 
Officers  or  of  the  general  practitioners. 

Clinics  held  at: — 


Springbank  Clinic,  Hawick. 

Waterside  Clinic,  Jedburgh. 

St.  Dunstan’s  Clinic,  Melrose. 

Dental  Clinic,  Newtown  St.  Boswells. 

Kelso  High  School. 

Cases  requiring  operative  treatment  are  referred  to  the  Royal  Infirmai 
Edinburgh. 

Thirty-six  sessions  have  been  held  during  the  School  year;  the  details  a 


as  follows: — 

Appointments  made 

...  307 

Appointments  kept 

...  277 

Glasses  prescribed  ... 

95 

Present  Glasses  suitable  ... 

...  ... 

10 

Glasses  requiring  alteration 

3 

Glasses  no  benefit 

20 

Referred  to  Royal  Infirmary. 

Edinburgh 

3 

No  visual  defect  ... 

— 

Occlusion  of  Eye  ... 

3 

Return  at  later  date 

— 

Other  treatment 

...  ... 

7 

Repairs 

... 

— 

No  treatment  required 

...  ... 

40 
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Pre-school  children  treated  under  scheme: — 

Appointments  made  •••  8 

Appointments  kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Glasses  prescribed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Present  Glasses  suitable 1 

Return  at  later  date  - — 

No  action 

Occlusion  (including  atropine)  ... 

Referred  to  Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh  ...  1 


Defects  found: — 

Strabismus 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism 
Myopic  Astigmatism 
Mixed  Astigmatism  ... 
Hyaloid  Astigmatism 
Hypermetropia 
Myopia 

Amblyopia  

Nystagmus 
Optic  Atrophy 
Word  Blindness 
Congenital  Cataract  ... 


School  Pre-school 


65 

21 

10 

26 

1 

28 

44 

17 


1 

3 


1 


1 

4 


219  5 


n Conditions  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

School  children  who  are  found  to  be  suffering  from  any  condition  affecting 
r Ear,  Nose  or  Throat,  are  referred  to  the  E.N.T.  specialist  for  examination, 
en  such  is  considered  necessary,  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  or  at  the 
ocial  request  of  general  practitioners. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Dr  Birrell  and  Dr 
c;kson  act  as  specialists.  At  the  request  of  the  practitioners  in  t'he  Ke  so  area, 
cases  required  to  be  seen  by  the  E.N.T.  Specialist  are  now  referred  by  the 
iiklren's  own  general  practitioner.  This  Department  receives  regu  ar  ists 
all  children  seen  or  operated  on. 

Number  of  School  Children  examined  71 

Number  of  School  Children  recommended  for  operation  47 

Number  of  School  Children— other  treatment  8 

Number  of  School  Children  referred  to  Royal  Infirmary, 

Edinburgh,  or  R.H.S.C.,  Edinburgh  ...  •••  _ 

No  action  taken  ... 

Did  not  attend  " 7 ( 

i 34 

Number  of  School  Children  operated  on 

Pre-school  Children  treated  under  Scheme 

Number  of  Pre-school  Children  examined 

Number  of  Pre-school  Children  recommended  for  opration 

Number  of  Pre-school  Children  referred  to  R.H.S.C.  1 

Number  of  Pre-School  Children  operated  on 
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(D)  Orthopaedic  Treatment 

The  scheme  provides  for  the  treatment  of  school  children  suffering  fn 
orthopaedic  defects  who  have  been  recommended  for  treatment  by  the  sch< 
medical  officers  or  general  practitioners. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Mr  R.  L Stirli: 
F.R.C.S.,  Edinburgh,  acts  as  consultant  and  clinics  are  held  monthly  at  varic 
centres. 

School  children  on  active  treatment  register  at  1/8/54  ...  765 

School  children  on  active  treatment  register  at  31/7/55  ...  874 


Distribution  of 

cases: — 
Hawick 

Kelso 

Jedburgh 

Melrose 

Newcastletor 

1/8/54  ... 

275 

215 

140 

110 

25 

31/7/55  ... 

316 

244 

160 

123 

31 

Record  of  Consultant  Clinics: — 

Centre 

Hawick 

Jedburgh 

Kelso 

Melrose 

Morebattle 

Newcastlclon 

Newtown 


Total 


No.  of  Clinics  No.  of  Childrcr 


held 

6 

5 

6 
3 
2 
1 
3 

26 


examined 

160 

82 

160 

43 

21 

15 

29 

510 


Record  of  Attendances  ; 

Month 

1 954  August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

1955  January 
February 
M arch 
April 
May 
June 
July 


Treatment  Clinics: — 


Clinic 

Home 

95 

98 

908 

68 

896 

71 

872 

57 

720 

65 

705 

44 

695 

30 

750 

35 

500 

60 

898 

74 

890 

68 

290 

150 

Institutional  Treatment: — 

In  residence,  1/8/54 
Admissions  ... 
Discharges  ... 

In  residence,  31/7/55 
Patient  Days 


3 

15 

17 

I 

1.521 
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Classification  of  Hospital  Cases: — 


Accessory  Fingers  

1 

Deformity  of  Hip  ... 

1 

Bowlegs  

1 

Knock  Knees 

1 

Congenital  Abnormality  of  Right 

Osteomyelitis  

1 

Arm 

1 

Plantar  Flexion  of  Second  Right 

Club  Feet  ...  ...  

2 

Toe 

1 

Crooked  Toes 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

5 

Cyst  of  t'he  Lateral  Meniscus  ... 

1 

Tendons  to  the  Hand  on  the 

Deformity  of  Hand 

1 

Flexion  Aspect  Lengthened  ... 

1 

Number  of  school  children  visited  during  the  year  by  school 
nurses  


Total  number  of  visits  paid  . ..  •••  ' ^ 

SPEECH  DEFECTS 

Total  number  continued  from  1954-55: — 

Stammering  Other  Disorders 


School  ...  ...  ...  

50 

278 

Pre-school 

— 

4 

Total 

50 

282 

Cases  referred: — 

School  ... 

10 

58 

Pre-school 

— 

1 

Total 

10 

59 

Total  cases  treated: — 

School  ...  ...  

20 

81 

Pre-school  ...  • •• 

1 

3 

Total 

21 

84 

Attendances: — 

School  ...  

448 

2,894 

Pre-school  

20 

52 

Total  

468 

2,946 

Cases  discharged: — 

School  ...  ...  

9 

26 

Pre-school  

— 

2 

Total  

9 

28 

Total  cases  to  be  continued  to  1955-56: — 

School  

50 

313 

Pre-school  

1 

Total  

51 

313 
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DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 


TABLE  V HAWICK,  ETC.,  AREA 


(1) 

Inspected  by  Dental  Officer: — 

(a)  Sys'temat 

ic  (b)  Special  and 

Age  Examinations  Emergency  Cases 

1 olal 

5 

236 

61 

297 

6 

342 

4b 

388 

7 

312 

53 

365 

8 

319 

47 

366 

9 

206 

26 

232 

10 

236 

7 

243 

11 

238 

7 

245 

12 

302 

11 

313 

13 

173 

— 

173 

14 

162 

3 

165 

15 

158 

2 

160 

15+  

107 

1 

108 

2791 

264 

3055 

(a)  Systematic 

(b)  Special 

Examinations 

Emergency 

(2) 

(a)  Found  to  require  treatment 

1674 

260 

(b)  Accepting  treatment 

623 

260 

(3) 

Actually  treated  by  the  School 

Dental  Officer 

731 

260 

(4) 

Attendances  made  by  children 

for  treatment  ... 

2161 

260 

(5) 

Fillings — (a)  Permanent  teeth  ... 

871 

34 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  ... 

194 

27 

(6) 

Extractions — (a)  Permanent  teeth 

103 

22 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

566 

113 

(7) 

Administrations  of  a general 

anaesthetic 

30 

16 

(8) 

Other  operations — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

360 

30 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

681 

34 

(9) 

Half-days  devoted  to  inspection 

34 

— 

Half-days  devoted  to  treatment 

337 

— 

(10) 

Known  to  be  treated  privately  ... 

660 

— 

REMARKS 

Hawick,  cU\,  Area — Mr  C.  M.  Urquhart,  Denial  Officer 

Nmuber  of  schools  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  schools  receiving  treatment  ...  15 

Number  of  schools  in  which  treatment  was  completed  ...  12 

Percentage  of  children  examined  by  School  Dentist  and  found 
to  require  treatment  and  Who  subsequently  received  treat- 
ment from  School  Dentist  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51.2% 
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KELSO.  MELROSE,  JEDBURGH,  ETC.,  AREA 


Inspected  by  Dental  Officer: — 

(a)  Systematic  (b)  Special  and 

Age  Examinations  Emergency  Cases  Total 


5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

15+ 


149 

51 

200 

149 

40 

189 

157 

55 

212 

143 

44 

187 

140 

35 

175 

1 1 1 

47 

158 

82 

26 

108 

68 

17 

85 

19 

18 

37 

31 

25 

56 

5 

11 

16 

— 

16 

16 

1054 

385 

1439 

(a)  Systematic 
Examinations 

(b)  Special 
Emergency 

(a)  Found  to  require  treatment 

(b)  Accepting  treatment 
Actually  treated  by  the  School 

Dental  Officer 

Attendances  made  by  children 

for  treatment 

■ Fillings — (a)  Permanent  teeth  ... 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  ... 
i Extractions — (a)  Permanent  teeth 
(b)  Temporary  teeth 
n Administration  of  a general 
anaesthetic 

h Other  operations — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 
fb)  Temporary  teeth 
i)  Orthodontic  treatment — 

Visits  827.  Treatments  1186, 

X-rays  154  

JO)  Half-days  devoted  to  inspection 
Half-days  devoted  to  treatment 
I)  Known  to  be  treated  privately  ... 


895 

385 

776 

38.5 

1708 

385 

2673 

432 

771 

43 

294 

56 

153 

26 

1612 

322 

1182 

181 

545 

104 

31 

— 

346 

— 

104 

— 

REMARKS 

Kelso,  Melrose,  Jedburgh,  etc.,  Area— Mrs  C.  E.  Grieve,  Dental  Officer 

With  the  exception  of  Newtown  St.  Boswells,  Yeholm,  Li  les  ca  , c 
-■ad  and  Newmill.  all  schools  were  visited  for  routine  Denta  Inspection 
:hools  were  visited  for  treatment.  Percentage  of  acceptance  for  treatment 

U%.  Nine  Orthodontic  Consultant  Clinics  were  held.  p.  . , 

In  November.  1954.  one  of  the  Department  of  Health  Regional 
'fficers  carried  out  a survey  of  the  dental  services  in  the  Joint  oun  le  . 

Jsult  of  his  survey  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  suggests.  1 > 
ie  staff  at  present  available,  we  limit  our  dental  inspections  to  one  area 
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time  until  treatment  is  completed  in  that  area.  This  would  necessitate  the  refui 
to  deal  with  requests  for  emergency  treatment  and  I feel  that  while  it  may  I 
the  best  procedure  in  the  case  of  Burgh  schools,  where  private  treatment  can  I 
more  readily  obtained,  it  is  not  suitable  for  the  country  areas  and  that  tfl 
must  continue  to  receive  priority. 

One  matter  which  causes  concern  is  the  dental  condition  of  the  major! 
of  entrant  infants.  Very  few  of  these  children  are  found  to  have  sound  dentiticH 
and  the  percentage  who  have  received  regular  dental  attention  is  extremely  sm; 
It  is  clearly  indicated  that  there  is  an  urgent  need  for  some  organized  schei 
for  inspection  and  early  treatment  of  dental  defects  in  pre-school  children, 
is  an  accepted  fact  that  the  premature  loss  of  the  deciduous  teeth  is  responsil  i 
for  many  of  the  orthodontic  conditions  which  arise  in  the  permanent  dentitic 
and  also  that  their  retention  in  an  untreated  carious  condition  will  affect  adversi 
adjacent  permanent  teeth. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  SCHOOLS 

SCHOOL  MAINTENANCE 

The  following  information  has  been  received  from  the  County  Architect* 
Blainslie.  Provision  of  “ School  Meals  ” facilities.  School  Meals  DiniK 
Room  redecorated. 

Denholm.  Redecoration  of  room  used  as  Dental  Clinic. 

Hawick: 

Drumlanrig.  Two  drinking  fountains  installed. 

Hawick  High.  Six  W.C.  bowls  renewed. 

Trinity.  Redecoration  of  Hall,  corridors,  staircases,  staff  rooms  and  Medici 
Inspection  Room. 

Hobkirk.  Vegetable  store  formed  in  “ School  Meals  ” Kitchen. 

Jedburgh: 

Grammar  School.  Wash-hand  basins  installed  in  lavatories  at  dining  cent! 
Kelso: 

High  School.  Extension  of  and  improvements  to  boys’  lavatories.  New  rol 
over  boys’  lavatories. 

Kirkton.  Provision  of  “School  Meals”  facilities. 

Melrose  Grammar.  Dining  Centre  internally  redecorated. 

Morebattle.  Dining  Centre  redecorated  internally. 

Oxnam.  School  water  supply  improved. 

Roberton.  Dining  Hall,  larder  and  store  redecorated. 

Stichill.  Two  septic  tanks  cleaned  out. 

Teviothead.  “School  Meals”  Kitchen  and  larder  redecorated. 


COUNTY  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


Mr  A.  1.  Fraser.  County  Sanitary'  Inspector,  reports  as  follows: — 


STATISTICS 

Population— Landward  (1951  Census) 
Number  of  Houses — Landward 
Area 

Valuation — Landward: — 

Gross 

Rateable 


18.492 
5.874 
425,500  acres 

£331.494  19  0 
£134.435  10  0 
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1955  will  be  remembered,  particularly,  for  its  excellent  holiday  weather, 
will  be  remembered  also.  I am  sure,  by  all  those  unfortunate  householders 
no  were  put  to  Considerable  expense  and  no  little  inconvenience  in  making 
nod  plumbing  fittings  and  internal  pipe  lines  which  failed  to  withstand  the 
icissitudes  of  the  severe  frosts  experienced  during  the  early  weeks  of  the  year. 

Undoubtedly,  in  a number  of  instances,  burst  pipes,  etc.,  could  have  been 
•oided  had  even  the  most  elementary  frost  precautions  been  taken.  At  the 
me  time,  however,  I suggest  it  must  be  accepted  that,  in  far  too  many  cases 
lie  same  careful  thought  is  not  applied  to  the  internal  plumbing  systems  o 
rouses  as  is  very  obviously  devoted  to  their  general  layout  and  design  and 
urely  the  time  has  come  when  this  omission  should  and  ought  to  be  made  good, 
a my  opinion,  the  additional  cost  of  properly  siting  cold  water  cisterns  and 
Mternal  pipe  runs  and  rendering  them  proof  against  frost  and  of  taking  al 
iractical  precautions  to  exclude  draughts  (i.e.)  by  fitting  one  of  the  patent 
thospher-bronze  weather  strippings  to  door  frames  and  by  the  introduction  of 
-n  approved  insulating  material,  would  compare  very  favourably  with  the 
wpenditure  incurred  in  thawing  out  and  repairing  burst  pipes  and,  olten.  ot 
Making  good  damaged  internal  paper  and  paint  work. 

GENERAL  SANITATION 


later  Supplies: 

Despite  the  exceptionally  dry  summer  and  early  autumn,  the  majority  ot 
ublic  water  supplies  in  the  county  proved  themselves  to  be  equal  to  all  demands 
nd,  in  this  respect,  consumers  were  most  fortunate.  A number  o Pnv 
upplies.  however,  either  failed  completely  or  had  their  yields  so  diminished 
s to  warrant  the  imposition  of  strict  rationing  and  several  dairy  farmers  in 
, articular.  experienced  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  sufficient  water  to  adequately 
ool  their  milk  supplies  and  even  to  wash  and  sterilise  their  equipment  an 
itensils.  and  the  fact  that  despite  these  difficulties,  no  serious  compkints  were 
eceived  and  the  number  of  samples  which  failed  to  comply  with  the  statutory 
■equipments  was  only  very  slightly  higher  than  last  year,  reflects,  I suggest 
aost  creditably  on  them. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  public  and  private  water  supply  undertakings  were 
sampled  on  47  and  116  occasions  respectively,  with  the  undernoted  results. 


Supply 

Samples 

1 

Results 

C 

b 

C 

B 

1 

Good 

Fair  ^ 

Bad 

j 

Good 

Fair 

Bail 

Public 

19 

28 

19 

— 

— 

17 

5 

6 

Private 

16 

too 

16 

— 

— 

9 

45 

Copies  of  chemical  and  bacteriological  reports  on  public  SUPP'1C‘’  *er! 
sed  to  the  County  Road  Surveyor  and  Engineer  who  in  the  ca  y P 
year,  assumed  responsibility  for  all  constructional  and  maitenance  works 
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connection  therewith  and  appropriate  remedial  measures  were  put  in  ha 
where  necessary. 

Of  the  100  samples  taken  from  private  supplies  and  submitted  for  bacter 
logical  examination,  23  were  taken  from  supplies  to  dairy  farms.  Of  these, 
were  satisfactory.  The  remedial  measures  suggested  in  respect  of  the  remaini 
supplies  have  yet  to  be  put  in  hand,  and  when  this  has  been  done  arrangemei 
will  be  made  to  take  “ follow-up  ” samples. 

The  Roxburgh  County  Council  (Alemoor  Loch)  Water  Order  which  w 
made  by  the  Secretary  on  21st  March  came  into  operation  on  that  date.  The 
after,  work  in  connection  with  the  laying  of  the  trunk  main  commenced  and  w 
still  going  on  at  the  end  of  the  year,  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  t 
Council's  Consultant  Engineers. 


Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal: 

The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  improv 
or  new  drainage  facilities  is  summarised  hereunder: — 


Special 

Drainage 

District 


Detail  of 

Estimated 

Position  at 

New  Works 

Cost 

3 1st  December.  19 

ANCRUM 


New  sewage  outfall 
works  comprising 
detritus  tanks,  sedi- 
mentation tanks  (hori- 
zontal flow),  rotary 
filters,  humus  tanks, 
sludge  beds 


Not 

yet 

known 


An  alternative  site 
the  works  was  con- 
sidered. but.  in  view 
a number  of  obvioi 
disadvantages,  the 
Council’s  Consultan 
were  asked  to  get  oi 
cost  for  the  original 
scheme. 


BLAINSLIE 


1 ,390  yds.  of  6"  sewer 
and  outfall  drain,  new  I 
septic  tank 


I 

Scheme  approved. 
Tenders  invited. 


BO  NC  HESTER 


750  yds.  of  6"  sewer. 
Sewage  outfall  works 
comprising  pump  well, 
screening  chamber, 
horizontal  flow  sedi- 
mentation tanks,  rotary 
filters,  humus  tanks  and 
sludge  beds. 

155  yds.  subsidiary  6" 
sewer. 


Main  sewers  comphl 
Outfall  works  75% 
completed.  Subsidiaifl 
sewers  not  started.  | 


BOWDEN 


Proposals  to  be  sub-  ji 
mitted,  in  collaborate 
with  the  County  Ro 
Surveyor  and  Engin  If 
for  improving  the 
| present  system. 
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Special 

Drainage 

District 


~1H0LM 


ILIESLEAF 


Detail  of 
New  Works 


Estimated 

Cost 


Additional  access 
points  to  be  formed  on 
existing  sewers.  Sewage 
outfall  works  com- 
prising pump  well, 
screening  chamber, 
horizontal  flow 
sedimentation  tanks, 
rotary  filters,  humus 
tanks  and  sludge  beds. 


£12,000 


ITTONSIDE 


New  storm  water 
sewer.  Sewage  outfall 
works  comprising 
pump  well,  screening 
chamber,  horizontal 
flow  sedimenation 
tanks,  rotary  filters, 
humus  tanks  and 
sludge  beds. 


(REBATTLE 


''iWTOWN  ST. 
6 SWELLS 


375  yds.  6"  sewer.  £8,750 

Sewage  outfall  works 
comprising  pump  well, 
screening  chamber, 
horizontal  flow 
sedimentation  tanks, 
rotary  filters,  humus 
tanks  and  sludge  beds. 

Sewage  outfall  works  £16,600 

comprising  storm  water j 

tanks,  screening 

chambers,  sedimenta-  \ 

tion  tanks,  rotary 

filters,  humus  tanks, 

sludge  cold  digestion 

tanks. 


F-WCASTTLETON 


10  yds.  6"  outfall 
sewer. 


£10 


Position  at 
31st  December,  1955 


Proposals  approved  by 
County  Council,  subject 
to  grant  from  the 
Department  of  Health. 


Proposals  approved  in 
principle  by  County 
Council,  subject  to 
suitable  site  being 
arranged. 


Proposals  to  be  sub- 
mitted in  collaboration 
with  the  County  Road 
.Surveyor  and  Engineer, 
for  improving  the 
present  system. 


Proposals  approved  by 
County  Council  subject 
to  grant  from  Depart- 
ment of  Health. 


Proposals  approved. 
Tender  documents 
prepared  by 
Consultants. 


The  County  Council 
have  asked  for  a 
comprehensive  report, 
with  recommendations, 
for  improving  the 
system. 
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Special 

Drainage 

District 

Detail  of 
New  Works 

Estimated 

Cost 

Position  at 
31st  December,  19 

NEWSTEAD 

182  yds.  6"  outfall 
sewer.  New  sewage 
outfall  works  com- 
prising screening 
chamber,  sedimentation 
tanks,  high  level  sludge 
tank,  sludge  beds. 

£3,558 

Scheme  approved. 
Tenders  to  be  in vitt 

ROXBURGH 

490  yds.  6"  sewers. 
Sewage  outfall  works 
comprising  hopper 
bottomed  sedimentation 
tanks  (hydrostatically 
operated). 

All  works  complete 
Scheme  in  operatic 

SMAILHOLM  j 180  yds.  6"  sewer. 

£250 

Proposals  approvec 

SPROUSTON 

1 ,250  yds.  of  6"  sewers. 
Sewage  outfall  works 
comprising  horizontal 
flow  sedimentation 
tanks. 

All  works  complete 
Scheme  in  operatic 

WILTON 

DEAN 

855  yds.  of  9"  C.I.  and 
F.C.  sewer  to  connect 
with  the  Burgh  of 
Hawick  sewerage 
system. 

£6,057  10/- 

Work  commenced. 

It  is  now  the  policy  of  the  County  Council  to  arrange  that  a supply 
water  be  laid  on  to  all  new  sewage  works  as  an  integral  part  of  appro' 
schemes,  and  the  Department  of  Health  have  co-operated  to  the  extent 
permitting  the  cost  of  this  work  to  rank  for  grant.  The  service  will  be  m 
useful,  primarily,  for  washing  out  the  various  tanks  and,  in  addition,  a c 
nection  taken  to  a small  wash-hand  basin  in  the  pumphouse  will  enable 
drainage  attendant  at  the  works  to  wash  his  hands  after  completing  the  dt 
maintenance  duties,  in  my  opinion,  a most  important  and  very  necess 
arrangement. 

The  County  Road  Surveyor  and  Engineer  has  assumed  responsibility,  a 

for  all  constructional  works  in  connection  with  public  drainage  systems  otB 
than  those  for  which  outside  Consultants  have  already  been  appointed,  andltf 
has  been  asked  to  submit  designs  for  the  sludge  beds  Which  have  already  bit 
approved  for  the  works  at  Roxburgh.  Smailholm  and  Sprouston.  It  is  ho| 
these  will  be  forthcoming  early  in  1956. 

The  drainage  attendants  appointed  in  1954  continued  to  be  responsible  if 
the  maintenance  of  the  various  sewage  treatment  plants  in  the  landward  areai 
the  County,  other  than  those  at  St  Boswells  and  Town  and  Kirk  Yet  holm  whU 
as  formerly,  received  regular  attention  from  the  special  districts'  officers  thi  • 
and  all  operatives,  T suggest,  are  to  be  commended  for  carrying  out  an  unpleasf' 
and  dirty  job  conscientiously  and.  on  the  whole,  with  satisfactory  results,  ll’ 
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Meansing  and  Refuse  Disposal: 

The  various  scavenging  schemes,  details  of  which  were  given  in  my  last 
port,  operated  entirely  satisfactorily  during  the  year,  and,  once  again,  1 
ould  like  to  thank  all  householders  for  their  co-operation  with  the  Contractors 
nncerned.  who  are  also  to  be  complimented  on  a job  well  done.  It  is  hoped 
get  over  the  difficulty  of  finding  suitable  alternative  refuse  depots  to  replace 
e present  depots  at  Morebattle  and  Yetholm,  which  are  rapidly  being  filled 
n,  by  coming  to  a joint  arrangement  with  Kelso  Town  Council  for  provision 
r’a  depot  not  far  distant  from  the  town.  The  refuse  depot  at  Newtown  St 
coswells  which  receives  a large  percentage  of  refuse  from  houses  within  the 
■oxburghshire  Special  Scavenging  District,  is  still  not  being  maintained  to  my 
atisfaction,  although  it  has  not,  at  any  time,  given  rise  to  serious  nuisance 
■~>r  have  complaints  been  lodged  about  its  condition.  This  difficulty  will,  it  is 
roped,  be  overcome  when  the  authority  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of 
ne  depot  (i.e.)  the  Scavenging  Contractor  or  the  County  Council,  has  been 
recided. 

The  litter  bins,  some  30  of  which,  as  stated  in  my  last  report,  were  erected 
tt  suitable  sites  in  a number  of  the  larger  villages  continued  to  serve  a useful 
purpose  and  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  incidence  of  vandalism 
co  far  as  the  bins  were  concerned  was  negligible. 

mblic  Conveniences: 

Adequate  arrangements  continued  to  be  made  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
nubile  conveniences  at  St  Boswells  and  Newcastleton,  and  no  complaints  were 
received  regarding  their  condition. 

A new  public  convenience  is  to  be  provided  at  Denholm  and  the  provision 
•i  similar  facilities  at  Newtown  St  Boswells  was  still  being  considered  at  the 
*nd  of  the  year. 


• nfectious  Diseases: 

Six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  case  of  Sonne  Dysentery  were  investigated 
•luring  the  year  and  detailed  reports  submitted  to  the  County  Medical  Officei 

Offensive  Trades: 

The  two  offensive  trades  in  the  landward  area  were  generally  well  conducted 
throughout  the  year,  a minor  smell  nuisance  which  emanated  from  one  of  the 
•business  premises  being  quickly  dealt  with  by  the  owner  on  his  attention  eing 
Idrawn  to  it. 


Common  Lodging  Houses: 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  landward  area  of  the  County 
I Lents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

There  are  no  official  caravan  sites  in  the  landward  area  oi  the  County, 
'but  caravanners  and  campers  continued  to  patronise  sites  made  aval  a c 
'them  at  varying  charges,  by  private  individuals.  The  great  majority  o caravans 
1 were  noted  to  provide  a high  standard  of  temporary  accommodation  and  the 
‘•conduct  of  their  occupants,  mainly  of  a good  type,  gave  no  cause  for  complaint. 
I The  facilities  provided  by  the  site  owners  were,  on  the  whole,  reasonably  satis- 
factory, although,  in  one  instance,  additional  w.c.  accommodation,  on  the  scale 
'aid  down  in  the  Council’s  Byelaws  had  to  be  requested  to  cover  peak  periods  ol 
K occupation  of  the  site.  The  Byelaws,  in  my  opinion,  whilst  serving  a useful 
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purpose,  are  no  longer  completely  satisfactory  and  it  might  be  expedient  tc 
consider  their  revision. 

The  use  of  sites  for  permanent  or  semi-permanent  occupation  was  no 
encouraged. 

Burial  Grounds: 

All  burial  grounds  in  the  landward  area  continued  to  be  well  conductec 
and  were  free  from  nuisance. 

Schools: 

The  general  condition  of  the  sanitary  facilities  provided  at  the  variout 
schools  was  satisfactory. 

With  the  approval  of  the  Director  of  Education  a detailed  survey  of  af 
schools  in  the  County  is  being  undertaken  and  it  is  hoped  to  include  partciulan 
in  my  next  annual  report. 

Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  (Scotland)  Ad,  1951: 

The  close  liaison  between  this  Department  and  the  area  River  Purificatioi 
Board  Inspectors  continued  to  be  maintained  during  the  year  and  I am  gratefu 
for  the  help  and  advice  extended  by  them. 

No  samples  of  sewage  effluent  were  taken. 

Nuisances: 

The  usual  variety  of  statutory  nuisances,  of  which  the  undemoted  ar< 
representative  examples,  were  investigated.  The  author  of  each  particulai 
nuisance  was  contacted  either  personally  or  by  letter  and,  thereafter,  immediate 
steps  were  taken  to  have  the  nuisance  condition  abated.  In  no  case  was  ii 
necessary  to  refer  the  nuisance  to  the  appropriate  Committee  of  the  Count) 
Council  for  legal  action: — 

1.  Flooding  of  beer  cellar. 

2.  Smell  from  piggery. 

3.  Smell  from  house  drainage  system. 

4.  Smell  from  manure  heap. 

5.  Unsatisfactory  disposal  of  septic  tank  effluent  causing  “ ponding " ir 

roadside  ditch. 

6.  Vermin  infestations  in  private  dwellings. 

7.  Inadequate  water  supply  to  private  dwelling. 

8.  Choked  house  drains. 

9.  Badly  constructed  septic  tank. 

10.  Smell  from  pig  manure  and  sludge  spread  on  field  adjoining  dwellings  li' 


HOUSING 


IlHousing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954-Part  I 

The  County  Council  approved  the  submission,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
ScmSd  of  2 following  statement  outlining  their  proposals  under  Seel, on  1 

■of  the  above  Act: — 


Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  area  of  the  local 
authority 


*5.479 


PART  I 

The  total  problem  in  the  area  of  the  local  authority. 

1 The  estimated  number  of  unfit  houses,  excluding  temporary 
houses  (either  individual  unfit  houses  suitable  for  action 
under  Part  II  of  the  1950  Act  or  unfit  houses  which  ough 
to  be  included  in  Clearance  Areas  and  dealt  with  under  Part 
HD  classified  as  follows:— 

(a)  Houses  which  should  be  demolished  (houses  which 
neither  the  owner  nor  the  local  authority  can  make  fit 
at  reasonable  expense  and  which  the  'o^1  authortty  d 
not  consider  they  should  make  more  habitable  under 
Part  I of  the  1954  Act) 

(b)  Houses  which  the  owners  cannot  be  expected  to  make 
fit  at  an  expense  reasonable  to  themselves  but  which 
the  local  authority  consider  could  be  acquired  and  made 
more  habitable  or  fully  fit  under  Part  I of  the  1954  Act 
(,f  desirable  they  could  be  modernised  under  Pari  VII 

of  the  1950  Act) 

(c)  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  already  belonging  to  local 
authorities  and  retained  under  Section  *.  o 
pending  demolition  ... 

(d)  Houses  which  owners  might  be  expected  to  make  fit  at 
an  expense  reasonable  to  themselves  either  because  ol 
a notice  served  under  Section  7 of  the  . 
because  they  might  wish  to  qualify  lor  a repai 
increase”  under  Part  II  of  the  1954  Act 

2.  The  estimated  number  of  new  houses  required  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  re-housing  of:— 

(a)  Occupants  of  houses  that  are  to  be  demolished  or  closed 

(as  in  1(a)  above);  and  ‘ 

(b)  Any  persons  whom  the  authority  will  remove  because  ol 
serious  overcrowding  from  other  unfit  houses  to 
which  works  are  carried  out  (houses  in  categories 

(c)  and  (d)  above) 

3.  The  number  of  years  which  the  local  auth^ty  estimate  wiH 
be  necessary  to  deal  with  unfit  houses  under  the  procedu 

at  1(a),  (b)  and  (c)  above  

* These  figures  are  the  result  of  a physical  survey. 

47 


*228 


Nil 


*2.219 


136 


30 


15 


PART  2 


Statement  of  Programme  for  the  three  years 

4.  Number  of  unfit  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  already  covered 
by  operative  Clearance  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders,  or 
owned  by  the  local  authority,  which  are  to  be  dealt  with 
within  the  three  years,  either  by  demolition  or  by  retention 

under  Section  2 of  the  Act  Nil 

5.  Number  of  unfit  houses  to  be  included  in  Clearance  Areas 
and  (so  far  as  not  already  belonging  to  the  local  authority) 
to  be  dealt  with  by  agreement,  within  the  three  years  sub- 
divided into: — 

(a)  Houses  already  covered  by  resolution  under  Section 
25(1)  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950,  (including 
those  for  which  Clearance  or  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders  have  been  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State 

but  have  not  yet  been  confirmed) Nil 

(b)  Houses  not  yet  so  covered Nil 

6.  Number  of  unfit  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  (under  4 and  5) 

which  are  to  be  demolished  in  the  three  years  Nil 

7.  Number  of  individual  unfit  houses  which  are  to  be  the 
subject  of  Demolition  or  Closing  Order  Procedure  in  the 
three  years  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act. 

1950  (including  houses  under  existing  Demolition  or  Closing 
Orders  which  have  not  been  enforced)  92 

8.  Number  of  unfit  houses  under  4 and  5 to  be  dealt  with  in 

the  three  years  under  Section  2 of  the  Housing  (Repairs  and 
Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954  (houses  retained  for  temporary 
occupation  in  Clearance  Areas)  Nil 

9.  Number  of  new  houses  required  during  the  period  in  order 
to  facilitate  rehousing  as  a result  of  action  under  6,  7 and  8 
above  (including  houses  required  for  abating  serious  over- 
crowding in  unfit  houses  which  are  to  have  works  carried 

out  on  them)  ...  20 

With  regard  to  the  figures  quoted  in  the  statement,  it  might  appear  tha 
the  estimated  number  of  new  houses  (20)  which  the  County  Council  are  f 
provide  during  the  next  5 years  is  out  of  proportion  to  the  number  ultimate] 
required  to  rehouse: — 

(a)  occupants  of  houses  that  are  to  be  demolished  or  closed  ...  136 

(b)  any  persons  whom  the  authority  will  remove  because  of 
serious  overcrowding  from  other  unfit  houses  to  which 

works  are  carried  out 30 

It  should  perhaps  be  explained,  however,  that: — 

(I)  The  figures  quoted  at  (a)  above  cannot  be  accurately  fore- 
cast without  ascertaining  from  t'he  tenants  of  the  houses 
whether  they  are  in  fact  desirous  of  obtaining  a County 
Council  house  in  the  event  of  their  present  house  being 
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demolished  or  closed,  it  being  extremely  probable  that,  as 
the  County  Council  cannot  erect  houses  in  every  area 
suitable  for  the  tenants,  there  may  not  be  very  many  who 
will  wish  to  accept  the  tenancy  of  a Council  house. 

Furthermore,  the  proprietors  of  wholly  unfit  houses 
occupied  by  agricultural  workers  may  intend  to  replace 
these  with  new  houses  with  the  aid  of  a grant  under 
Section  3 of  the  Housing  (‘Scotland)  Act,  1952. 

(2)  The  physical  survey  indicated  that  there  is  a virtual 
absence  of  serious  overcrowding  in  the  County  and  it 
seems  unlikely,  in  these  circumstances,  that  the  County 
Council  will  require  to  provide  anything  like  30  houses  for 
families  coming  within  this  category. 

In  all,  5,874  houses  were  surveyed  (i.e.)  the  figure  quoted  in  the  statement, 
ijether  with  an  additional  125  temporary  houses  and  o'f  the  former  total:— 

(i)  3,385  or  57.7%  were  considered  to  be  fit,  in  all  respects,  for  human 
habitation. 

(ii)  269  or  4.5%  were  considered  to  be  totally  unfit. 

Note:  Into  this  category  were  placed  41  owner-occupied  houses  in  respect 
of  which  the  County  County  resolved  to  take  no  immediate  action. 

(iii)  2,219  or  37.7%  were  considered  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  by  the 
owners  at  a reasonable  cost. 

Note:  The  County  Council  instructed  that  all  houses  in  this  category 
should  be  re-surveyed  with  a view  to  detailed  information  being 
available  as  to  the  works  required  to  render  them  either  fit,  in  all 
respects  for  human  habitation — in  these  cases  improvement  grants 
in  terms  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950,  would  probably  be 
made  available  towards  the  cost  of  the  works— or  partially  ht 
without  the  aid  of  grants  and  this  is  being  done. 

It  may  be  of  interest,  finally,  to  note  that  94  houses  are  without  a piped 
later  supply,  304  have  no  proper  W.C.  accommodation  and  1,374  have  no  fixed 

4th. 

housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954  Fart  II 

With  one  exception,  no  attempt  was  made  by  property  owners  in  this  area 
1 claim  rent  increases  during  the  year  and  I feel  that  the  general  tai  ure  on 
tie  part  of  landlords  to  do  this  was  due,  in  some  measure  at  least,  to  their 
esire  not  to  give  their  tenants  an  opportunity  of  applying  for  a Certificate  o 
disrepair  which,  if  granted,  would  mean  not  only  the  suspension  of  t e repairs 
rccrease”  but,  also  in  certain  circumstances,  of  the  40%  increase  payable  un  er 
fie  Increase  of  Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  (Restrictions)  Act,  1930— in  other 
'tords  a reduction  of  rents  to  the  1914  level.  On  this  count,  at  least,  therefore, 
fie  Act,  in  my  opinion,  has  failed.  , 

The  tenant  receiving  the  rent  increase  notice,  I may  say,  applied  tor  an 
fas  granted  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  on  the  grounds  that  his  house,  while  in  good 
!n<l  tenantable  repair  was  “in  some  other  respect  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
M the  Same  time,  a Notice  under  Section  7(1)  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act 
' 950.  was  served  on  the  owners  requiring  them  to  execute  the  wor  s spcci  lei 
n the  Notice  within  a period  of  three  months.  They  intimated,  however,  that 
•hey  had  withdrawn  the  Notice  of  Increase  of  Rent  and  indicated  that  t ey 


49 


would  modernise  the  house  when  a gravitation  water  supply  was  available, 
these  circumstances,  further  action  in  respect  of  the  Section  7(1)  Notice 
deferred. 

Local  Authority  Houses:  Overcrowding  and  Under-Occupation. 

The  undernoted  report  on  the  overcrowding  and  under-occupation  of 
authority  houses,  prepared  from  information  obtained  in  course  of  the  phy 
survey  made  under  the  Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act.  1954, 
considered  by  the  County  Council  and  it  was  resolved,  thereafter,  that 
future  housing  programme  should  include  a preponderance  of  houses  for 
persons,  many  of  whom,  as  the  report  shows,  are  presently  paying  rents 
houses  which  are  too  large  for  their  requirements,  and  houses  of  2 ai 
apartments. 

3.  Houses  overcrowded: 

Number  Percentage 

7 0.8 

4.  Houses  under-occupied: 

Number 

316  36 

5.  Districts  with  highest  percentage  of  under-occupied  houses 

(where  total  number  of  houses  exceeds  12) — 

Newtown  St.  Boswells 44% 

6.  Districts  with  lowest  percentage  of  under-occupied  houses 

(Where  total  number  of  houses  exceeds  1 2) — 

Wilton  Dean  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4% 

7.  3-Apartment  houses  occupied  by  I person: 


District 

No. 

of  Houses 

Ancrum 

6 

Kirk  Yetholm  

1 

Town  Yetholm  

3 

St.  Boswells  ... 

6 

Newcastleton  

2 

Newtown  St.  Boswells 

4 . 

■apartment  houses  occupied  by  1 or  2 

persons: 

No.  of 

Persons 

District 

Houses 

l 

2 

Ancrum  

— 

1 

Bonchester 

— 

1 

Bowden  

— 

1 

Eckford 

1 

_ 

Lilliesleaf 

1 

— 

1 

Midlem 

1 

_ 

Newstead  

— 

1 

Newtown  St.  Boswells 

8 

— 

8 

Roxburgh  

2 

- 

2 

vSprouston  

2 

- 

2 

St.  Boswells 

...  10 

— 

10 

Town  Yetholm  

3 

_ 

3 

Wilton  Dean 

1 

1 

— 

Alternative  Accommodation  requimm 
4 aparts.  5 aparts. 

5 2 
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sing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950— Part  II: 

As  a preliminary  to  any  subsequent  action  which  the  County  Council  was 
fred  .0  take  in  2m, s ot  the  above  Ac.  the  owne?  of  all  ^upted  h°«es 
eyed  under  the  Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  ^-4  an 
idered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit 
reasonable  cost,  were  asked  to  submit  their  proposals  for  dealing  with  the 
ses  and,  in  this  connection,  in  the  course  of  the  year  ten  Notices  in  term 
• ection  9(1)  of  the  Act  were  served.  Subsequently  one  owner  intimated  tha 
nad  demolished  the  house  in  respect  of  which  he  had  received  a notice  an 
t of  the  remaining  nine  owners  gave  undertakings  that  their  houses  would 
be  re-let  for  human  habitation. 

using  (Scotland)  Act,  1950— Part  VII: 

In  contrast  to  their  reticence  to  implement  the  terms  of  Part  II  of  the 
King  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954,  the  owners  of  properties 
S fhe  County  continued  to  make  full  use  of  the  County  Council  s scheme 
assistance  towards  the  cost  of  improving  dwelling-houses.  In  all,  41  applic 
:s  involving  91  separate  houses  were  dealt  with  the  total  approved  ^st  of 
schemes  and  the  amount  payable  by  way  of  grants  being  £57,559  14s  5d 
568  17s  7d  respectively.  By  comparison,  in  1953  the  approved  cost  of  a 
:sted  schemes  was  £24,810  6s  3d  on  which  figure  grants  amounting  to 

As  has  'already6 been  pointed  out  in  previous  annual  reports  grants  are  only 
roved  in  respect  of  schemes  which  are  considered  to  b®  sufficiently  compre- 
ssive to  render  the  houses  fit,  in  all  respects,  for  human  habitation  acco^dl  J 
presently  accepted  housing  standards  and  it  will  be  appreciated,  in i th 
^instances,  that  the  impact  of  the  sdheme  on  the  general  housing  conditions 

I he  County  is  not  inconsiderable.  . • h 

I should  once  again  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  way  in  which 
rhitects  and  contractors  have  co-operated  with  members  of  this  Department 
ensure  that  the  highest  possible  standards  are  maintained. 

■using  (Scotland)  Act,  1952 — Section  3:  , 

Five  applications  for  grants  in  terms  of  the  County  Cou"“1.“  ^ 

distance  for  the  provision  of  houses  for' the  agr.cul oral population  under  the 
me  Act  were  approved  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
«M.  Treasury  under  the  Defence  Regulations.  These  involved  the  erection  of 
s 3-apartment  and  five  4-apartment  houses. 

iilding  Byelaws:  , 

Seventy-nine  applications,  as  compared  with  70  last  year  and  4 i 
:der  the  Council’s  Building  Byelaws  scheme  were  approved.  , , 

In  two  instances  alterations  to  houses  were  earned  out  w'thout  rrference 
the  County  Council  and  without  approval  under  the  Councils  Bul'ding  By 
m.  Both  contraventions  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  persons  concerned 
3d  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  more  serious  was  still  under  discussion. 

*"ivate  Enterprise  Houses: 

The  erection  of  the  undernoted  houses  for  private  occupation  was  approved: 

Three  — 3 apartments 

Three  — 4 apartments 

Six  — 5 apartments 

One  — 6 apartments 
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In  addition,  six  3-apartment  and  sixteen  4-apartment  houses  were  eitl 
erected  or  were  in  the  course  of  erection  for  a government  department. 

Drain  Tests: 

Every  endeavour  was  made  to  ensure  that  all  new  lengths  of  drain  w< 
tested  and  this  necessitated  82  visits.  Approximately  3,160  yards  of  pipi 
successfully  withstood  the  tests  applied  to  them. 

Certificates  of  Fitness  for  Occupation: 

Nine  certificates  were  issued  to  the  effect  that  the  houses  concerned  h 
been  built  in  accordance  with  approved  plans  and  specifications  and  were, 
all  respects,  fit  for  human  habitation. 

That  duties  in  connection  with  housing  take  up  a very  great  deal  of  t 
sanitary  inspectors’  time  may  he  evinced  from  the  fact  that,  in  the  course 
the  year,  528  separate  visits  of  inspection,  other  than  visits  under  the  Housi 
(Repairs  and  Rents)  Act,  were  made. 

Local  Authority  Houses:  Houses  Erected  or  in  Course  of  Erection: 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Architect  for  the  information  quoted  on  t 
next  page: 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914: 

Action,  as  undernoted,  was  taken  in  terms  of  the  above  Act: 
1.  Certificates  of  Registration  cancelled  or  otherwise 

discontinued  ...  

Certificates  of  Registration  transferred  

Certificates  of  Registration  granted 

Total  number  of  Registered  Producers  at  31st  December, 

1955  

Note:  (a)  These  transfers  involve  existing  premises. 


2. 

3. 

4. 


5 

2Cs 

4 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Order,  1951: 

A.  Producers’  Licences: 

Four  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation  “Tubercu 
Tested”  were  issued  to  producers  in  the  course  of  the  year  and  a 
responding  number  of  similar  licences  were  discontinued.  The  posit 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  therefore,  may  be  summarised  as  follows: — 

1.  No.  of  Producers  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 

designation  “Certified”  in  force  2 

2.  No.  of  Producers  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 

designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  in  force 44 


Pasteurisers’  Licences: 

The  pasteuriser’s  licence  referred  to  in  my  last  report  was  fin; 
revoked  on  9th  December.  Thereafter,  in  accordance  with  the  provisi 
of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Order,  the  Company  c 
cerned  immediately  applied  for  a new  Pasteuriser’s  licence  and  this 
eventually  granted.  The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year,  therefore,  remai 
as  at  31st  December,  1954  (i.e.): — 

Pasteurisers’  licences  in  force 2 


The  decision  to  revoke  the  above  licence  was  first  taken  by 
appropriate  Sub-Committep  of  the  County  Council  on  10th  Decern! 
1954.  The  Company,  however,  appealed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  aga 
this  decision  and,  before  the  latter  could  hold  the  arranged  enquiry. 
Company  raised  an  action  against  the  County  Council  contending  that 
revocation  of  their  licence  was  outwith  the  powers  of  the  Sub-Commit 
The  Sheriff  Substitute,  however,  found  in  favour  of  the  Cou 
Council.  The  Company  then  appealed  to  the  Sheriff  Principal  against 
finding  of  the  Sheriff  Substitute  and  in  view  of  this  appeal  the  Departm 
of  Health  again  suspended  the  holding  of  the  enquiry  into  the  origi 
appeal.  In  course,  however,  the  Company  intimated  to  the  County  Corn 
that  they  had  instructed  their  Agent  to  withdraw  both  appeals  and. 
the  same  time,  they  applied  for  a new  licence.  The  County  Com 
contended,  in  view  of  the  above  action,  that  the  Company's  “Pasteurise 
licence  must  be  held  to  have  been  revoked  on  9th  December,  1955,  ; 
accordingly  advised  the  Company  that,  as  from  this  date,  they  were 
entitled  to  pasteurise  milk  on  their  premises.  The  Company,  howe’l 
did.  in  fact,  continue  to  carry  on  this  trade  and  the  matter  was  repoip 
to  the  County  Council  who  decided  against  prosecuting  them  for 


contravention  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Order  a 
eventually,  as  stated,  a new  Pasteuriser’s  licence  was  issued  on 
December. 
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U Dealers’  Licences: 

One  Dealers’  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation 
“Tuberculin  Tested”  was  issued  so  that  the  position  at  the  end  of  the 
year  with  regard  to  Dealers’  licences  and  Dealers’  Supplementary  licences 

was  as  follows: — 

1.  No.  of  Dealers’  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the 
special  designation  “Certified"  in  force  ... 

2.  No.  of  Dealers’  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  in  force  ...  12(a) 

3.  No.  of  Dealers’  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  designation  “Pasteurised”  in  force 8 

4.  No.  of  Dealers’  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised) 

in  force ' 

Note:  (a)  This  figure  includes  6 Producer/Retailers. 

D.  Dealers’  Supplementary  Licences: 

The  number  of  the  above  licences  in  force  at  31st  December,  1955, 
was  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year  (i.e.): — 

1.  No.  of  Dealers’  Supplementary  licences  authorising 
the  use  of  the  special  designation  “Certified”  in 

force  . . 

2.  No.  of  Dealers’  Supplementary  licences  authorising 
the  use  of  the  special  designation  “Tuberculin 

Tested”  in  force  •• 

3.  No.  of  Dealers’  Supplementary  licences  authorising 

the  use  of  the  special  designation  Pasteurised  in 
force  

E.  Percentage  of  Registered  Premises  holding  Designated  Licences: 

The  percentage  of  registered  producers  holding  designated  licences 
is  92%  compared  with  88.2%  at  the  end  of  last  year.  In  actual  fact  there 
are  only  four  non-designated  producers  in  the  County.  The  premises  ol 
these  latter  producers  were  regularly  visited  and  every  attempt  made  to 
induce  them  to  do  what  was  necessary,  either  in  so  far  as  their  premises 
and  their  stock,  or  both  were  concerned  to  qualify  for  designatec 
licences.  The  rather  peculiar  circumstances  applying  to  each  farm,  how- 
ever. makes  it  rather  difficult  to  forecast  when  they  will  be  upgraded  and 
in  view  of  the  satisfactory  standard  of  the  premises,  generally,  it  would 
not  be  expedient  to  suggest  revocation  of  their  registrations.  In  the  mean- 
time, the  appropriate  Committee  of  the  County  Council  has  agree  o 
select  some  of  its  members  to  visit  these  and  other  dairy  farms  and 
perhaps  these  visits  will  act  as  an  incentive  to  the  farmers  and  result  in 
my  being  able  to  report  some  progress  in  my  next  annual  report. 

The  premises  of  all  designated  producers  were  also  visited  regularly 
during  the  year  and,  with  one  exception,  were  found  to  be  of  satisfactory 
construction  and  in  compliance  with  the  dairy  byelaws.  In  tus  connec 
it  is  of  interest  to  note  that,  during  the  past  five  years,  improvements  on 
the  structural  condition  of  19  byres  and  dairy  premises  have  been  carried 
out.  some  of  them  of  an  extensive  nature  such  as  the  erection  of  new 
byres,  milkrooms  and  dairy  sculleries.  The  cleanliness  of  a cw  0 c 
byres  and  dairy  premises  was  found  to  be  not  entirely  satisfactory  uring 
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the  initial  visits  but  subsequent  inspections  showed  a marked  improvemer 
The  methods  of  production,  on  the  whole,  were  good  although  it  w 
evident  that  some  coolers,  milking  machines  and  transport  cans  cou 
have  been  kept  in  a cleaner  condition.  In  this  connnection  an  opportuni 
was  taken,  w'hen  discussing  matters  with  the  producer  at  the  end  of 
visit,  to  suggest  the  provision  of  twin  wash-up  sinks  in  the  dairy  sculleri 
as  an  aid  to  the  efficient  cleansing  of  utensils  and  a number  of  the 
installations  have  been  fitted,  although,  of  course,  there  is  no  legislate 
which  requires  the  provision  of  equipment  on  the  above  scale. 

Ten  producers  have  installed  mechanical  coolers.  The  advisabili 
of.  as  well  as  the  obvious  benefits  to  be  gained  from  installing  mechanic 
cooling  aids  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  producers  whose  premises  a; 
not  already  so  equipped  as  a matter  of  routine,  and  a number  of  dairyme 
have  either  accepted  the  advice  given  them  or  are  actively  considering  tl 
matter.  The  lack  of  electricity  at  some  farms  is,  of  course,  a majt 
obstacle  and,  as  a matter  of  interest,  I append  hereunder  details  < 
designated  premises  in  the  County  which  (a)  are  supplied,  and  (b)  ai 
not  supplied,  with  mains  electricity. 

(a)  Premises  supplied  with  Mains  Electricity: 


Haddon  & Hall 

Honeyburn.  Hawick. 

W.  J.'  Murray  

Minto  Home  Farm.  Hawick. 

W.  Rennie  

Berryhill,  Kelso. 

S.  Forsyth  

Broadloan.  Kelso. 

W.  Allan  

Cappuck.  Jedburgh. 

R.  W.  Fraser  

Cavers  Gardens,  Hawick. 

D.  Colville 

Chapel-on-Leader,  Earlston. 

F.  Wilson  

Chapel  Mains.  Galashiels. 

.1.  H.  Bell  

Chesters  Grange.  Ancrum. 

The  Marquess  of  Lothian, 
per  J.  S.  Aikman  

Crailing  Home  Farm,  Jedburgh. 

J.  F.  Galloway 

Denholm  Mill,  Hawick. 

E.  B.  Ruffman  

Dingleton  Mains.  Melrose. 

A.  Craig  

Easter  Lilliesleaf.  Melrose. 

J.  J.  Anderson  

East  Boonraw',  Hawick. 

W.  Lindsay  ...  

Eildon  Bank.  Newtown  St  Boswells. 

J.  H.  Douglas  

Glendearg.  Galashiels. 

J.  Baird  & Sons 

Harpertoun.  Kelso. 

J.  & M.  Milligan  

Kirk  Yetholm  Mill,  Kelso. 

P.  D.  Brown  & Sons 

Lanton  Mill.  Jedburgh. 

R.  J.  Henderson  

Longrow.  Ganonbie. 

Mrs  C.  B.  Hamilton 

Low’ood,  Melrose. 

W.  G.  Millar  

Nisbet  Mill.  Jedburgh. 

Commander  P,  Matheson... 

Ormiston.  Hawick. 

Miss  S.  Hogg  

Pavilion.  Melrose. 

W.  H.'  Welsh  & Sons  ... 

Sprouston  Dairy,  Kelso. 

J.  G.  & W.  Shanks 

Standhill.  Hawick. 

J.  M.  Millar  ... 

Timpcndean.  Jedburgh. 

A.  Nichol  

Under  Burnmouth.  Newcastleton. 

J.  & W .Glendinning 

Westcote.  Hawick. 

W.  Gibson  ...  

Woodhouse.  Jedburgh. 

R.  J.  Kyle 

Burnfoot.  Hawick. 

J.  Norman  

Longbaulk.  Hawick. 

Messrs  Swanston  

Stichill  Mains.  Kelso. 
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(b)  Premises  not  supplied 

J.  Ford  & Son  ... 

A.  M.  Wood  ...  . 

L.  Lofthouse  ...  . 

W.  McVittie  ...  . 

J.  Graham 

W.  Elliot  & Sons 
W.  S.  Davies  & Son  ... 

J.  S.  Baird 

W.  S.  & W.  A.  Anderson 

R.  Watson  

D.  Mitchell 

J.  Douglas  & Partners 
J.  A.  & Mrs  M.  D.  Scott 


with  Mains  Electricity: 

Broomilees,  Darnick,  Melrose. 
CastlewoOd,  Jedburgh. 

Chain  Bridge,  Melrose. 
Deanfoot,  Hawick. 

Deanbrae,  Hawick. 

Goldielands,  Hawick. 
Harwood-on-Teviot,  Hawick. 
Lurdenlaw,  Kelso,  (a). 
Millheugh,  Jedburgh. 

Minto  Townhead,  Hawick. 
Morridgehall,  St.  Boswells. 
Nether  Tofts,  Hawick. 
Templehall,  Morebattle,  Kelso. 


Note : — (a)  A private  plant  is  in  operation  here  and  a mechanical 
cooler  has  been  installed. 

The  premises  of  both  Companies  holding  pasteurisers’  licences  were 
also  the  subjects  of  regular  visits.  At  one  of  these  a considerable  improve- 
ment in  the  methods  of  pasteurisation  was  noted  and  conditions,  generally, 
may  now  be  regarded  as  being  satisfactory.  At  the  other,  as  I have  already 
outlined  in  considerable  detail,  the  question  of  revocation  of  the 
appropriate  licence  was  under  consideration  for  most  of  the  year. 


iilk-in-Sehools  Scheme: 

All  schools  in  the  County,  with  one  exception,  were  supplied  with 
LSteurised  milk  from  two  creameries,  one  in  -Roxburghshire  and  the  other 
Selkirkshire.  In  the  latter  case  it  was  found  to  be  more  expedient,  because 
the  geographical  position  of  the  school,  to  arrange  for  a supply  of  Tuberculin 
ested  milk  produced  at  an  adjoining  farm  and  to  enable  the  registered  producer, 
~io  also  holds  a designated  licence,  to  fulfil  his  contract,  he  was  issued  witi 
Dealer’s  Tuberculin  Tested  Licence. 

No  complaints  regarding  the  scheme  were  received  and  I think  it  may  be 
Iken.  in  these  circumstances,  that  the  general  distributive  arrangements  were 
ttisfactory. 


dilk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Order,  1934: 

As  in  former  years,  a number  of  producers  had  to  be  reminded  of  their 
rsponsibility  under  the  above  Act  to  ensure  that  their  transport  cans  are 
,rFectively  sealed. 

lilk  (Special  Designations)  Act,  1949: 

'he  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  (Scotland)  Order,  1955: 

The  above  Order  came  into  operation  on  1st  May  and  had  the  elTcct  of 
i staking  the  Burghs  of  Hawick,  Jedburgh,  Kelso  and  Melrose  “specified  areas 
e.)  areas  in  which  all  sales  of  milk  by  retail  for  human  consumption  are 
ronfined  to  designated  milk  (i.e.)  “Certified/  “Tuberculin  Tested,  ten  ise 
K “Pasteurised/’  Only  one  producer/retailer  was  affected  by  the  Order  and,  as 
mated  in  my  last  report,  he  had  made  the  necessary  alternative  distributive 
Hfangements  prior  to  the  Order  coming  into  force. 
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Milk  Sampling: 

A.  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Designated  Milk  from  Producers  Premise: 

The  undernoted  table  gives  details  of  samples  taken  at  producer 
premises  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination: — 

Average 


No.  of  Samples 

% 

number  taken 

Designation 

Taken 

Failing 

Failing 

per  farm 

Certified  

16(a) 

7 

43.7(c) 

5.5(d) 

Tuberculin  Tested 

238(b) 

50(e) 

21.0(c) 

Notes: 

(a)  6 of  these  samples  were  investigatory. 

(b)  47  of  these  samples  were  investigatory. 

(c)  These  percentages  compare  unfavourably  with  last  year's 

figures  and  whilst,  quite  definitely,  they  give  no  reason 
for  complacency,  I think  it  fair  that  the  following 
points  should  be  borne  in  mind: — 

(1)  18,  or  39.1%,  of  all  producers  had  no  failures; 

(2)  35,  or  75.0%,  of  all  producers  had  not  more  than  2 
failures; 

(3)  during  a large  part  of  the  summer  temperatures  were 
above  normal  and,  at  some  farms,  water  for  cooling 
and  even  for  washing  and  sterilising  utensils  and 
equipment  was  in  very  short  supply. 

(d)  This  does  not  reach  the  normal  level  of  6 and  is  due  to 
the  extremely  bad  weather  experienced  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  which  made  journeys  by  the  Milk  Officer  to 
outlying  farms  either  extremely  hazardous  or  impossible 
and  to  the  greater  number  of  investigatory  samples  taken. 

(e)  Two  producers  holding  “Tuberculin  Tested”  licences  had 

3 consecutive  failures  and  one  had  4 consecutive  failures. 

In  this  latter  case,  the  question  of  suspension  or  revoca- 
tion of  the  licence  is  under  consideration. 

B.  Pasteurised  Milk: 

44  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  were  taken  of  which  8 or  18.1  % faile 
to  comply  with  the  statutory  requirements  on  one  or  both  counts. 

C.  Schools  Milk: 

Of  the  38  samples  of  milk  (pasteurised)  taken  from  various  schoo 
6,  or  15.8%,  failed  to  conform  to  the  statutory  requirements  on  one  c 
both  counts. 

D.  Biological  Testing  for  Tuberculosis: 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  samples  of  designated  an 
non-designated  milk  submitted  for  guinea  pig  inocluations: — 

No.  of  Samples  No.  of  Positive 


Type  of  Milk 

Examined 

Results 

Tuberculin  Tested 

3 

Nil 

Non-designated 

2 

Nil 
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10 


40 


32 
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-tail  Purveyors,  etc.,  of  Milk: 

The  following  information  is  included  at  the  request  of  the  Department 
Health: — 

(a)  The  number  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  

(b)  The  number  of  producers  and  wholesale  dealers  who  do 

not  sell  milk  by  retail  

(c)  The  approximate  average  number  of  cows  in  registered 

premises 

(d)  The  approximate  number  of  dairies  exempt  from 

registration  ... 

(e)  The  approximate  average  number  of  cows  in  premises 

exempt  from  registration  ... 

Before  leaving  this  important  subject  I should  like  to  m^e  mention  of 
ne  excellent  and  informative  articles  which  appear  from  time  to  time  in 
cottish  Milk  Marketing  Board  News  Bulletin,  a monthly  publication,  dealing 
S various  aspects  of  milk  production  (e.g.)  water  supplies,  steam  raising 
ppliances  the  use  of  electricity  on  the  farm,  etc.,  etc.  I am  sure  any  mi  k 
Producer  who  may  read  them  will  find  them  of  great  value  and  a number  could 
,-ell  be  read  by  their  dairymen  with  good  results. 

"ood  Hygiene:  . 

The  long  awaited  Food  and  Drugs  Act  did  not  after  all  take : its  place  on 
he  Statute  Book  in  1955.  Surely,  however,  neither  the  passing  of  this  important 
>iece  of  legislation  nor  the  introduction  of  the  Food  Hygiene Regulations  wi^ 
N anticipated  will  secure  “the  observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions 

end  practices  in  connection  wil  the  sale  of  food  for  human ^“TxposJe"  for 
irmortation  preparation,  transport  .storage,  packaging,  wrappi  g,  P 
ale  service  or  delivery  of  food  intended  for  sale  or  sold  for  human  consump  , 
foSfor  the  ^protection  of  the  public  health  in  connection  with  the 

matters  aforesaid  ” can  be  much  longer  delayed.  populations  to  lay 

It  is  not  a little  difficult,  without  the  backing  of  the  Regulations  to  y 
□own  hard  and  fast  rules  governing  the  construction  of  food  premises  and 
conduct  of  persons  employed  therein.  Every  effort  was  made  during  the  _ yea  , 
.however,  to  visit  all  such  premises  and,  in  the  course  of  , ’ 

may  say,  appeared,  generally,  to  be  welcomed,  any  apparent  ^ saSacTo^ 
Ibrought  to  the  notice  of  the  person  or  persons  concerned  with  satisfactory 
•results.  A bakehouse,  a fish  and  chip  restaurant  and  a cafe  m which  teas  o Y 
arc  served,  were  improved  after  consultation  with  thi  sD  Parl”en'  " £ 

I however  every  person  engaged  in  the  food  industry  and  food  handlers  in 
1 particular  realised  the  extreme  importance  of  complying  with  two  simple  rules 
Ifi.c.)  the  covering  of  all  foodstuffs  to  prevent  contamination  and  the  horoug 
r washing  of  hands  and  the  cleansing  of  finger  nails  at  all  »PPr°p™  , j j 
i hygienic  standards  would  be  very  much  improved  without  recourse  to  Regulations 

*°f  dr>/\  request  by  the  White  Fish  Authority  to  let  them  have  details  of  all  fish 
merchants  and  fish  friers  registered  under  the  White  Fish  waS 

of  Retail  Merchants  and  Fish  Friers  Regulations)  Confirmat  y • - ’ 

taken  as  an  opportunity  for  surveying,  in  detail,  all  P^'ses  used  for  the esc 
purposes  and  with  a few  exceptions,  conditions,  generally,  were  found 

satisfactory. 
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■ Unsound  Food: 

Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897 — Sect.  43: 

The  undernoted  articles  of  food  were  seized  and  disposed  of  as  beii 
unfit  for  human  consumption: — 

Canned  Ox  Tongue 6 lbs. 

Canned  Peaches  10  lbs. 

Boneless  Cooked  Ham  (Australian)  ...  13  lbs. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928: 

The  undernoted  table  gives  details  of  all  formal  and  informal  sampl 
procured,  together  with  information  as  to  the  number  found,  on  examination  1 
the  Public  Analyst,  to  be  non-genuine: — yy0  0f 

No.  of  Samples  N on-Gemiine  Samples 
Articles  Sampled  Formal  Informal  Total  Formal  Informal  Total 


Sweet  Milk  

13 

18 

31 

Nil 

2 

2 

Mince 

7 

19 

26 

3 

3 

6 

Sausages  

6 

22 

28 

Nil 

1 

1 

Meat  Cakes  

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Meat  Pies  

1 

1 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Meat  Balls  

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Minced  Meat 

Nil 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Fish  Cakes 

Nil 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Paste,  Ham  and  Beef 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Paste,  Tongue 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Potted  Meat  

Nil 

6 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Pickles  

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cheese  

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cream  Cake 

Nil 

1 

I 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ice  Cream  

Nil 

13 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sacchrin  Tablets 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ground  Ginger 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Mustard  

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

White  Pepper 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Margarine  ...  ... 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Salt  Butter  

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Lemon  Curd 

1 

2 

3 

Nil 

1 

I 

Vegetable  Fat 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Minced  Chicken 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ricory 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Dried  Apricot 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Malt  Vinegar  ... 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Curd,  Banana  Flavoured 

Nil 

1 

I 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Jam.  Apple  and  Blackcurrant 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Kola  

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Lemon  Juice  ...  ' ... 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Turkish  Delight 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sponge  Mixture 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Citron  Peel  

Nil 

I 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Figs  

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Whisky  ...  

. . . 

9 

Nil 

9 

1 

Nil 

1 

Rum  

3 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Gin  

3 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTALS 

44 

111 

155 

4 

7 

11 
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Action,  as  undernoted,  was  taken  in 
mples  which  were  reported  upon  by  the 

Formal  or 

Article 


Official 

No. 


Informal 


respect  of  the  4 formal  and  8 informal 
Analyst  as  non-genuine: — 

Action  Taken 

Plea  of  guilty  at  Jedburgh  Sheriff 
Court.  Fined  £10. 

Formal  sample  taken.  Result — genuine 
Plea  of  guilty  at  Jedburgh  Sheriff 
Court.  Fined  £3. 

Formal  sample  taken.  Result — genuine 
Formal  sample  taken.  Result — genuine 
Formal  sample  taken.  Result — genuine 
Formal  sample  taken.  Result — genuine 
Formal  sample  taken.  Result — non- 
genuine  (see  No.  138/55  for  sub- 
sequent action  taken). 

Formal  sample  taken.  Result — non- 
genuine  (see  No.  139/55  for  sub- 
sequent action  taken). 

Formal  sample  taken.  Result — genuine 
Cautionary  letter  from  County  Cleik 
to  vendor. 

Cautionary  letter  from  County  Clerk 
to  vendor. 


account  u.  a .uw  ,ai  Prior  to  taking  the  formal  sample,  there- 

fore. I communicated  with  the  manufacturers,  a West  of  Scotland  firm 
of  some  repute,  and  after  analysing  a sample  of  the  curd  in  their  own 
laboratories  they  found  that  the  margarine  used  in  their  recipe  contained 
an  excessive  amount  of  moisture  which  tended  to  reduce  the  fat  content 
of  the  finished  product.  The  firm,  accordingly,  arranged  for  all  unsold 
lemon  curd  which  had  been  made  with  that  particular  brand  of  margarine 
to  be  recalled  and  undertook  to  produce  a lemon  curd  using  a different 
brand  of  margarine.  That  these  measures  were  effective  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  the  “follow-up”  sample  was  favourably  reported  upon  by  the 
Public  Analyst. 


7/E/55 

Whisky 

Formal 

1/55 

Mince 

Informal 

43/55 

Mince 

(a) 

Formal 

49/55 

Lemon  Curd 

Informal 

82/55 

Beef  Sausages 

Informal 

109/55 

Sweet  Milk 

Informal 

111/55 

Sweet  Milk 

Informal 

121/55 

Mince 

Informal 

122/55 

Mince 

Informal 

137/55 

Sliced  Sausage 

Informal 

138/55 

Mince 

Formal 

139/55 

Mince 

Formal 

Note 

(a).  The  original  informal 

the  requirements  of  the  Foot 

Food  Poisoning: 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  the  year.  A complaint 
■nvas  received,  however,  from  a colleague  over  the  Border  to  the  effect  that  a 
imeat  pie  purchased  by  a customer  in  his  area  was  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
fThe  manufacturer's  premises  were  immediately  visited  and  the  owner  interviewed. 

I He  stated,  and  a subsequent  inspection  of  the  bakehouse  confirmed,  that  every 

II  possible  precaution  was  taken  to  ensure  that  all  the  pies  reached  consumers  m 
i;as  fresh  and  as  palatable  condition  as  possible.  As  a further  precaution,  mw- 

ever,  he  was  asked  and  agreed  to  revert  to  the  practice  of  wrapping  the  pics  in 
-cellophane  wrappers  and  no  further  complaints  have  been  received. 

Meat  pies,  more  than  a number  of  other  foodstuffs,  arc  liable  to  bacterial 
contamination  and  this  fact  makes  it  absolutely  imperative  that  manufacturers 
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should  apply  the  very  highest  hygienic  principles  at  every  stage  of  ihei 
production  and  sale. 

Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1925-53: 

Of  the  13  formal  and  41  informal  samples  of  mince,  sausages  and  sausag 
meat  procured  during  the  year,  3 formal  and  4 informal  samples  as  compare  « 
with  1 informal  sample  last  year  were  found  to  contain  excessive  amounts  a 
preservative  (S02).  In  two  instances  warning  letters  were  sent  by  the  Count 
Clerk  to  the  butchers  concerned  and  a third  butcher  was  prosecuted,  pleade 
guilty  and  was  fined  £3. 

The  Defence  (Sale  of  Food)  Regulations,  1943: 

The  Labelling  of  Food  Orders: 

No  contravention  of  the  above  Orders  were  noted. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926: 

The  duty  of  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  is  laid  on  the  Count 
Council  who  have  appointed  all  sanitary  inspectors  as  Inspectors  under  the  Act 
In  that  capacity,  they  may,  on  their  own  initiative,  take  formal  or  informa 
samples  of  fertilisers  and  feeding  stuffs  for  the  purposes  of  detection  and  preven 
tion  of  non-observance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  Legal  proceedings,  howevei 
may  not  be  based  on  the  results  of  informal  samples  which  are  taken  fo 
information  only. 

The  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Regulations,  1955,  which  are  due  t< 
come  into  operation  on  1st  lanuary,  1956,  consolidate  with  amendments  previou 
Regulations  made  under  the  1926  Act.  The  principal  changes  involve  certaii 
alterations  of  the  limits  within  which  mis-statements  of  quality  and  content  ar 
not  actionable,  of  the  manner  of  sampling  and  of  the  methods  of  analysis  o 
samples  of  fertilisers. 

The  undernoted  samples  taken  during  the  year  were  all  reported  upon  bi 
the  Public  Analyst  as  genuine: — 

Fertilisers: 

Plantoids. 

Sulphate  of  Potash. 

National  Fertiliser. 

Bone  Meal. 

Lawn  Fertiliser. 

Potato  Fertiliser. 

Ground  Limestone. 

Feeding  Stuffs: 

Balancer  Meal. 

New  Battery  Pellets. 

Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948: 

Tn  course  of  the  year  one  Certificate  of  Registration  for  the  manufacturcn 
storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  was  granted.  This  was  offset  by  the  withdrawal 
of  two  certificates,  one  in  respect  of  premises  in  which  ice  cream  was  storetH 
and  sold  only  and  the  other  in  respect  of  an  ice  cream  vehicle,  and  the  positior 
with  regard  to  registration  at  31st  December,  1955,  was  as  follows: — 

Premises  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Vehicles  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

The  Regulations  state  that  a certificate  granted  in  respect  of  premises  shal 
be  kept  fixed  in  a conspicuous  place  in  the  premises  and  also  that  a dealer': 
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me  and  address  and  the  number  allocated  to  his  vehicle  by  the  Local  Authority 
all  be  indelibly  inscribed  on  the  near-side  of  the  vehicle  so  as  to  be  easily 
idable  in  daylight.  With  a few  exceptions  all  relative  to  premises,  these 

nditions  were  complied  with.  , , . . . , , 

As  in  former  years  all  premises  were  visited  and  vehicles  examined,  and 

general  improvement  in  standards  was  noted.  This,  however,  did  not  apply 
those  vehicles  which,  although  equipped  with  suitable  facilities  for ' the 
ishing  of  the  vendors’  hands  and  the  sterilisation  of  utensils,  were  without 

Dplies  of  hot  water  at  the  times  of  inspection.  . 

Details  of  samples  submitted  for  chemical  analyses  and  bacteriological 

animation  are  as  follows: 


Chemical  Analysis 

Total 
Solids 
31.85% 

28.40% 

29.75% 

33.26% 

32.90% 

31.38% 

37.84% 

36.20% 

31.80% 


Bacteriological  Examination 

No.  of  viable  bacteria  B.  Coli.  present 
pat  per  c.c.  at  37° C.  in  0.01  ex. 

8.20%  20,000  + + + 

7.75%  165,000  + + + 

5.84%  3,000 

5.20%  Uncountable 

6.12%  Uncountable 

5.20%  Uncountable  + + + 

10.50%  110,000  + + + 

8.30%  Uncountable  + + + 

4 30%  11,000  + + + 

600  H 

7,000  + - - 

1.400  

2.500  


lughterhouses  Act,  1954: 

The  number  of  private  slaughterhouses 
the  above  Act  in  the  landward  area  of 
ughterhouse,  however,  had  still  not  been 
is  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  if 
every  likelihood  of  the  registration  being 
s so  far  failed  to  carry  out  a number  of 
the  County  Council. 


registered  in  terms  of  Section  7 
the  County  remained  at  2.  One 
used  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
this  state  of  affairs  continues  there 
withdrawn,  especially  as  the  owner 
additional  improvements  requested 


leat  Inspection: 

The  duties  of  Detention  Officer  at  the  slaughterhouse  at  Kelso  and  at  the 
ngle  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  landward  area  where  slaughtering  is  carnc 
n continued  to  be  undertaken  by  a member  of  this  Department. 

At  both  slaughterhouses  animals  are  slaughtered  to  suit  t e conveni 
le  butchers  concerned  rather  than  to  any  rigid  time-table  and  this  on  °^asl?  / 
leans  that  the  Detention  Officer  has  to  be  available  at  odd  time 
ormal  working  hours.  The  lessee  of  Kelso  Slaughter  ouse  , 
onsiderable  number  of  sheep-21.432  out  of  a total  number  of  28  726 ' Slaughtered 
luring  the  year— for  consumption  on  the  London  market  and  e P 
hese  carcases  involves  regular  Saturday  afternoon  and  Sunday  duties  for 
detention  Officer  from  August  until  April  when  the  trade  ceases  return 

fhe  question  of  an  additional  remuneration  to  the  Detention  Officer 
or  this  important  service  is  being  considered.  r,nrin„ 

A number  of  improvements  were  effected  at  Kelso  Slaughterhouse  du  g 
he  year  but  conditions  under  which  carcases,  etc.,  are  inspected  and,  if  necessary. 
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detained  are  still  not  entirely  satisfactory.  That  Kelso  Town  Council,  however 
may  be  reluctant  to  incur  additional  expenditure  on  their  premises  in  the  absen 
of  any  guarantee  from  the  Central  Authority  as  to  their  future  use  is  apprecia 
Nevertheless,  bearing  in  mind  the  not  inconsiderable  risks  run  by  every  Detention 
Officer  who,  in  the  course  of  his  duties  has  to  handle  and/or  incise  infected 
(i.e.)  tuberculous  carcases,  I am  of  opinion  that  slaughterhouses,  large  or  small, 
should  be  equipped  with  suitable  and  sufficient  facilities  to  enable  him  to  wash 
his  hands  and  sterilize  his  instruments  as  and  when  necessary.  These  faciliti 
are  not  yet  but,  it  is  hoped,  will  soon  be  available  at  Kelso. 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  different  classes  of  animals  slaughtered 
at  Kelso  Slaughterhouse  and  the  slaughterhouse  in  the  landward  area  of  the 
County  during  the  year,  together  with  the  weights  of  condemned  meat  anc 
offals:' — 


Kelso: 


Number  of  Animals  Weight  fin  lbs.) 

Class  of  Condemned  Condemned  of  Condemned 


A nimals 

Slaughtered 

IV  holly 

Partially 

Meat  and  Offals 

Cattle 

1,484 

32 

11 

13,752 

Sheep 

28.726 

341 

41 

24,789 

Pigs 

850 

11 

8 

1,257 

Calves  ... 

37 

8 

— 

560 

St.  Boswells: 

Nu 

mber  of  Animals 

W eight  fin  lbs.) 

Class  o f 

Condemned  Condemned 

of  Condemned 

Animals 

Slaughtered 

Wholly  Partially 

Meat  and  Offals 

Cattle 

100 

— — 

96 

Sheep 

218 

— — 

— 

Slaughter  of  Animals  (Scotland)  Act,  1928-54: 

Slaghterhouscs  Act,  1954: 

Three  applications  for  slaughterers’  licences  were  approved  during  the  year. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  against  a local  butcher  for  slaughtering  sheep 
on  unlicensed  premises.  The  accused  appeared  at  Jedburgh  Sheriff  Court,  pleaded 
guilty  and  was  admonished.  At  the  same  court  the  person  slaughtering  the  sheep 
was  fined  £1  for  not  being  in  possession  of  a slaughterer's  licence. 


Shops  Act,  195ft: 

Although,  as  stated  in  my  last  report,  all  sanitary  inspectors  in  this  Depart-  h. 
ment  are  also  appointed  inspectors  under  the  above  Act.  no  action  was  taken 
because  of  the  number  of  other  duties  which  had  to  be  performed  and,  in 
this  connection,  indeed,  one  wonders  when  a limit  to  the  number  of  duties 
which  a sanitary  inspector  can  reasonably  be  expected  to  deal  with  in  the  course 
of  a norma!  working  week  will  be  reached. 
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lories  Acts,  1937  and  1948: 

The  following  information  was  contained  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1955 
• piled  in  terms  of  the  above  Acts: — 


1. 


PART  I. 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors): 

Number  of 

No.  on  Inspec-  Written  Occupiers 
Premises  Register  tions  Notices  prosecuted 


(1)  Factories  in  which  Sects.  1, 

2,  3.  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities  3 3 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 

in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Authority  48  34 

(3)  Other  premises  in  whidh 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises)  ...  — — 

TOTAL  51  37 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 


Particulars 


No.  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were  found  No  of  cases 
To  By  in  which 

H.M.  H.M.  prosecutions 
Re - Inspec-  Inspec-  were 
Found  medied  tor  tor  instituted. 


Want  of  cleanliness  S.l. 

Overcrowding  S.2.  

Unreasonable  temperature  S.3.... 
Inadequate  ventilation  S.4. 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  S.6. 
Sanitary  Conveniences  S.7. 

(a)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relating 

to  Outwork)  ...  

TOTAL 


4 

1 


5 


re  Escape  Certificates: 

In  terms  of  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  all  factories  where  more 
an  20  persons  are  employed  must  have  a certificate,  which  it  is  the  responsi- 
lity  of  the  County  Council  to  issue,  to  the  effect  that  reasonable  provision  has 
•en  made  for  escape  in  the  event  of  fire.  No  applications  for  such  a certificate, 
"Wever,  were  received  during  the  year. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949: 

The  undernoted  duties  were  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  Rodent  staff  i 
terms  of  the  above  Act: — 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 
Local  Business  or  Agri- 

Authority  Dwelling  Industrial  cultural 
Properties  Houses  Premises  Properties  Total 


Number  of  properties  in- 
spected by  the  L.A. 
during  1955  as  a result 
of  notification  or  other- 
wise   13 

Number  of  above  proper- 
ties found  to  be  infested 
by  rats  or  mice 11 

Number  of  above  infested 
properties  cleared  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  L.A.: 

(1)  As  separate  units  ...  8 

(2)  In  course  of  “block” 

operations  carried 
out  under  Sect.  6(1) 
or  under  informal 
arrangements  ...  3 

Number  of  “block”  opera- 
tions carried  out  ...  14 

TOTAL  ...  11 


36  16  14  79 

30  13  11  65 

20  12  11  51 

10  1 — 14 

30  13  11  65 
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